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Making Disciples for Jesus Christ Who Make a Difference 

First Connection is a monthly publi-
cation of  First United Methodist Church 
of Normal.  Editorð Sarah Mohl.  secre-
tary@normalfirst.org.  All submissions 
subject to editing.  Submission Deadline:   
9 am, 2nd Sunday of each month.  Publica-

tion Date : 3rd Sunday of each month.ƴ 

From John,  
 

 One of my close friends lost his 
wife to cancer after a little more 
than two years of marriage. When 
visiting him sometime afterwards, I 
saw a Bible prominent on his read-
ing table. He made it clear that the 
faithfulness and spiritual life his late 
wife had introduced to him would 
not lapse. He saw this as an ongoing 
gift from her.  
 When children are baptized, par-
ents, guardians and we, the church 
are making a public commitment to 
the gift of faith. What could be more 
precious, more dear, more valuable, 
more useful, more influential 
in a personõs life than the gift 
of faith? It is truly the gift that 
keeps on giving.  
 Faith does not lend itself to 
measurement or quantifying. 
Inches, feet, yards, miles, 
ounces, cups, gallons, pounds, 
tons, amps, wattage, horsepower; no 
measurement fits or describes faith. 
Jesus uses language and imagery 
like a mustard seed that is tiny, yet 
grows in great proportion. He 
speaks of the ability to move moun-
tains.  
 Faith blesses us with a healthy 
self-image that is first defined as a 
beloved child of God. That should 
be the foundation of how we under-
stand ourselves and others. This is 
so important for children and even 
more so for adolescents. A child 
with a healthy self-image makes 
fewer òat riskó choices.  
 Our faith teaches us and calls us 
to receive and offer forgiveness. 
What an important ability and gift 

that is. It is a hard way to go 
through life, without forgiveness 
received and offered.  What burdens 
guilt and shame, anger and grudges 
can be. These also compound their 
burdens with poorly motivated 
choices.  Consider the destructive 
and self-destructive momentum that 
comes out of guilt, shame, anger, and 
grudges.  
 A third benefit of the gift of faith 
is the ability to endure. Most of us 
underestimate our durability and 
resilience. Perhaps because we forget 
Godõs presence in our lives. God has 

the desire and ability to come 
and enter into our burdens and 
struggles. With God we find 
ways to put meaning and pur-
pose to our life experiences. 
We should hear this from the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In 
Christ, God entered every hu-

man struggle and hurt and redeemed 
them.  
 For our lives, faith is a treasure 
store of good and useful blessings. A 
healthy self-image as a beloved child 
of God, forgiveness and grace, 
strength and endurance, meaning 
and purpose are some of the signifi-
cant benefits of faith, but not all. It is 
the most precious gift.  
 The question for us is what are 
we doing to offer this gift? How are 
we sharing and giving faith? As a 
limitless resource, our faith is never 
diminished by sharing. In fact faith 
seems to grow as we share. As indi-
vidual Christians and as a church we 
are entrusted with the greatest gift.  



Genesis Bells would like 
to welcome any "music 

reader" to join us on Wed. 
at 5 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary.   We are a group of 

adult beginners and would 
love to have you join 

us.   Any questions, please 
call Sue Miller, 662-7793.  
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To Our Visitors 

Welcome to First United Meth-
odist Church of Normal.  We are 
grateful that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and invite you 
to visit the Welcome Center in 
the Narthex or our website: 
www.normalfirst.org to learn 
more about the opportunities for 
worship, study, fellowship and 
service available through our 
ministries.  

Joining the Church 

 If you are considering mem-
bership at First Church, you are 
invited to attend an Orientation 
Class. The class is designated for 
First Church new members who 
would like additional information 
about the church. 
 If you would like to register 
for the class or have any ques-
tions, contact the church office  

Attendance and Financial Report 

Parking Courtesy  
 

We ask that you please 
reserve parking spots 

nearest the entrance for 
members of our church 
with mobility issues. 

(That would be the rows 
nearest the building.) 

Welcome to The First United Methodist Church of Normal 

Prayer Ministry  
 

Prayer Points:  
òThe greatest gift is a 
portion of thyself.ó 

~ Ralph  
Waldo Emerson 

Date Attendance 

 

March 6& 7 
 

404 

 

March 13 & 14 
 

447 

 

 

March 20 & 21 

 

443 

 

March 27 & 28 
 

472 

Worship Times 
 

5:00 pm Saturday Worship Service is in the 
Sanctuary 

 

9:30 am  Traditional Worship Service is in 
the Sanctuary 

9:30 am  Children's Sunday School 
            Adult Classes and Small Groups 

 

11:00 am Contemporary Worship is in Fel-
lowship Hall 

 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service is in 
the Sanctuary     

                   

 
General  

Fund 
 

March Monthly  YTD 

Income $90,047.27 $225,807,77 

Expenses $80,101.87 $216,602.49 

 
   Heart to Heart  

May 4  at 10 am  Sanctuary 
Program presented by  

Prairie Song 
Sue Miller, Flute   

Todd Tucker, Piano 
Program of Celtic Music, Rag 

and Gospel 
 

May 18 at 10 amñ TBA 
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May 1 Treyson Bixby, Brendan 
Saathoff, Daniel Sulaski, David 
Sulaski, Beverly Swanlund 
  

May 2 Cameron Kagel, Mike 
Ogdon, Natalie Ogdon, Barbara 
Reid, Dennis Wentworth 
  

May 3 H. Frank Hill, John Kur-
tock, Kim Nelson, Barbara Perry, 
Christina Roney 
  

May 4 Kellen Beaty, Lisa Crane, 
Harlan Fuller, Brayden Hall, 
Dorothy Jones, James McDowell, 
Ellen Randle, Marcia Yockey.  
  

May 5 Richard Bromley, Justin 
Ruszkowski, Kay Seefeld, Duane 
Yockey  
  

May 6 Brenton Deal, Mary Hoff-
man, Sande Purcell, Cindy 
Schairer-Kesslet, Elijah Schnei-
der, William Snyder, Amanda 
Twellman, Brett Yockey 
  

May 7 Amy Fuller, John Jones, 
Taylor Spencer, Hank Spies, 
Paige Wilson 
  

May 8 Patricia Arnold, John 
Cope, Steven McCubbins, Zach-
ary Mohr, Greg Wichmann 
 

May 9 Mason Alexander, Miles 
Astorina, Dean Martin Davis, 
Carter McClure, Patricia Mor-
gan, Gregory Poultney, Kaitlin 
Zurkammer 
  

May 10 Polly Fuller, Susan Prid-
geon, Morgan Spann 
  
 

May 11 Richard Bailey, Joshua 
Frantz, Michael Kortkamp, John 
Lamarra, Kimberly Lawton, Amy 
McCubbins, Frank Slabe, Ross 
Speiran 

 

May 12 Robert Arnold, Jarrod 
Brown, Betty Dancause, Erik 
Morgan, Roslyn Wylie 
  
May 13 Christine Broughton, 
Katherine Broughton, Margaret 
Kaiser, Sharon Kesler, William 
Ketchum, Patricia McCall, 
Cheryl Parmley, Bryan Patten, 
Benjamin Soon 
  

May 14 Holly Armstrong, Benja-
min Brown, Sylvia Erickson, 
Joan Orewiler, William Pitcher 
 
May 15 Abosede Adelekan, Jerry 
Benjamin, Barbara Larson, Troy 
McBurney, Tyler Petersen 
 
May 16 Rick Lewis, Jenna Peter-
son, Noah Reisinger, Norma 
Steele 
 

May 17 Joshua Beal, David 
Brubeck, Ken Dancause 
  

May 18 Dawn Murphy, Patsy 
Wieland 
  

May 19 Kimberly Anderson, 
Sarah Duncan, Kayla Gilliland, 
Kristine Hardesty, Luella Miller, 
Nicholas Saathoff 
 

May 20 Rebecca Bolender, 
Brenna Bortell, Elizabeth Bur-
ton, Kathy Carter, Drake Gerber, 
Richard Twellman, Tory Wen-
tworth  

May 21 Glenda Aellig, Andrea 
Erixon, Maxwell Hassett, 
Tamara Scarbeary 
  

May 22 Christy Maxey, Colin 
McCubbins, Rebecca Niehaus, 
Andrew Peterson, Joanna Tuttle, 
Jackson Uphold 
 

 May 23 Jane Archer, Laurel 
Augsburger, Brylee Folks, Jaric 
Huonker, Karen Kortkamp, 
Lanny Lobdell, David Meiner 
  

May 24 Chad Coffey, Eric 
Gordon, Michael Moore, Aaron 
Reffitt, Lea Waller 
  

May 25 Rich Beal, Dean Blume, 
Jill Compton, Amanda Conklin, 
Bob Kief, Maxene Raper, Bradley 
Wilson, Ella Wood 
  

May 26 John Bishop, Linda Sor-
rells, Carroll Varner 
 

May 27 Ira Halsey 
  

May 28 Heather Cawood, Taylor 
Curtis, Austin Kuznik, Grace Lu-
thy, Mark Macesich, Martha 
Miller, Andy Rummel 

May 29 Larkyn Rhea, Dona 
Sheckler, Mary Walker 

May 30 Nick Barrows, Kathy 
Elrick, Jacob Wessels 

May 31Prudence Adams, Martha 
Benjamin, Fred Hafner, Char-
lotte McKenzie, Jennifer 
Stoddard, Shirley Thompson 
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New in the Church  Library  
Of course, your church library contains Bibles (many versions and translations), Bi-

ble study materials, devotional materials, United Methodist history (including First 
UMC, Normal) hymnals, and up-to-date news about the United Methodist Church in 
the community and the world.  
 

But, are you aware that you can also find healthy lifestyle cookbooks, Elderhostel info, 
information on parenting and grand-parenting and on socials issues such as AIDS, 
ecology, hunger and poverty, homosexuality, peace, coping skills (grief, death, divorce, 
& family problems). There is a special section, just for children, called ò A Caring Cor-
neró which contains books about special needs and concerns of children such as bully-
ing, loneliness, fear, growing, changing, and staying safe.  

A Note from the Building Committee 

Proposed Building  

Improvements 

 In our all-church survey in 2008, 

our church members urged us to 

focus on smaller projects that 

would make a big difference. We 

listened, and after two years of 

feedback and evolution, we have 

plans for two smaller, but nonethe-

less very important projects.  We 

think these projects will make a sig-

nificant difference in the life of our 

church, and we want to tell you 

about them and why they are so im-

portant. 

 

The Kitchen Project- Because of 

gas smells from an out-of-date 

stove and frustration with old walls, 

ceiling, floors, and other ineffective 

equipment, there is almost universal 

agreement that our current kitchen 

needs to be renovated. 

 

Members have indicated a desire 

for a renovated kitchen with mod-

ern appliances and a more efficient 

layout.  Plans have been approved 

that include new equipment, floor 

and wall covering, new lighting 

and an additional entrance door.  

The cost of this project will be 

$100,000, and we think it will 

provide a modern, more efficient 

kitchen that can be used in many 

aspects of our churchôs ministry. 

 

The Crib Room/Nursery/Office 

Relocation Project- Experience 

in many churches indicates that 

young families - the future of the 

church - are more likely to join a 

church if it has a nursery close to 

the entrance and sanctuary.  Ex-

perience also shows that mothers 

with young babies want to attend 

worship or meetings knowing that 

their children are safe and very 

accessible if a need arises. Our 

church agrees and believes this 

should be our goal. 

 

To implement this goal, the nurs-

ery and crib room will replace the 

current library, which will move 

to the location of the existing 

church office and some adjoining 

rooms.  The conference room, 

with new glass windows, will be 

the site of the church and business 

managerôs office.  The Lead Pas-

torôs office will be expanded to 

include the current parish nurse 

office.  The Director of Youth 

Ministries, Parish Nurse, and 

Minister of Worship Arts will 

move to new offices in the area 

where the current nursery and 

crib room are located, and the Di-

rector of Youth Ministries office 

will become a copy/work/storage 

room. This $70,000 project also 

includes improvements in several 

of the areas/offices mentioned. 

 

We encourage you to view the 

plans for these projects in the 

Narthex in the coming weeks.  

We urge you to consider a gener-

ous contribution in support of 

these projects.  With your help, 

these building improvements will 

soon become a reality! 
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A Note from Pastor Flo 

Hearing Godõs Heart 

Jefar, my grandson, many of you 
know was here to visit for his 
Easter and Spring Break last week.  
Jefar always has a great time when 
he visits me, his grandmother.  
And why shouldn't he?  He gets 
out of bed whenever he wants, eats 
whatever he wants, and watches 
cartoons until he falls asleep.   In 
fact, he evens convinces me to 
watch òHISó videos with him.  Je-
far made a grand discovery at 
Grandma's house during his last 
visit. I had made a visit to Samõs 
Club and bought a bag of chocolate
-chip cookie dough.  Jefar enjoyed 
eating this stuff by the spoonful!  I 
had to finally put my foot down 
and tell him eating cookie dough 

the way he was eating it was not 
good for him.  I said "no" over 
and over é until finally Jefarõs 
repeated requests wore me down. 
That's one of the big differences 
between God's parenting and 
mine. God doesn't give me every-
thing I repeatedly ask for when 
he knows it's not best for me. But 
a shallow reading of Luke 11:9-
10 could lead me to think other-
wise. There Jesus says, "Ask and 
it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you. For every-
one who asks receives; he who 
seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened."  
Is the way to get what I want 
from God through wearing him 
down, or getting as many people 
as possible to ask God for it? 
What kinds of prayer really move 
the heart and hand of God?   

 As his grandmother, I don't 
want Jefar to try to get what he 
wants by constantly begging me 
for it or getting everyone he 
knows to gang up on me. I want 
to hear his heart on the matter, 

and I want him to hear mine. I 
want us to have a conversation. 
Isn't that how it is with our 
heavenly Father?  Prayer is 
about a conversation with our 
loving Godñnot about wearing 
him down to get what we want.  
There's so much to wantñhealed 
bodies, restored relationships, 
changed circumstances. But ask-
ing, seeking, and knocking aren't 
secret formulas for getting what 
we want from God; they're ways 
to get more of God. As I listen to 
God speak to me through his 
Word, he gives me more of him-
self in fuller, newer ways.  Then, 
if healing doesn't come, if the re-
lationship remains broken, or if 
the pressures increase, I have the 
opportunity to discover for my-
self God is enough. Godõs pres-
ence is enough. Godõs purpose is 
enough. 

I pray all of you had a very 
blessed Easter - I love you all 

with the love of Christ, 
Pastor Flo 

May Sermon Series 
 

Our children are preparing a musi-
cal, Parabelooza, for Saturday, May 
15 and Sunday, May 16 at the 9:30 
am Worship Services. The children 
shouldnõt be the only ones to have 
fun and learn from the Parables of 
Jesus. Weõll look at some of the 
Parables included in the musical. 
Their themes fit nicely into Mayõs 
worship services.  
 
May 1 & 2: The Parable of the 
Mustard Seed from Mark 4:26-33 
is for the sermon title òLively 
Faith.ó  Holy Communion is served 
and this is Confirmation Sunday. 
Rev. McIntosh preaches in the 

sanctuary services. Pastor Flo 
will be preaching in the contem-
porary service.  
 
May 8 & 9: The House Built on 
a Rock from Matthew 7: 24-29 is 
for the sermon title òSecure 
Faith.ó This is Motherõs Day and 
Festival of the Christian Home. 
Rev. McIntosh preaches in the 
sanctuary services. Pastor Flo 
will be preaching in the contem-
porary service.  
 
May 15 & 16: Parabelooza, the 
childrenõs musical is in the Sanc-
tuary Saturday at 5:00 pm and 
Sunday at 9:30 am. Rev. 
McIntosh will preach on the 

Light on a Hill from Matthew 
5:14-16. The sermon title is 
òBrilliant Faith.ó  Pastor Flo will 
be on vacation. 
 
May 22 & 23: This will be  Pen-
tecost Sunday which is called 
òthe birth of the church.ó Pastor 
Flo will preach in the sanctuary 
services. Rev. McIntosh will 
preach in the contemporary ser-
vice using Acts 2:1-21 and his 
sermon title is òSpirited Faith.ó 
 
May 29 & 30: The Good Samari-
tan from Luke 10:29-37 will be 
used for Rev. McIntoshõs sermon 
titled, òEveryoneõs Neighbor.ó 
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UMW Meetings Times  
 
 

Sonrise Circle:  
1st and 3rd Wednesdays,  
6:30 a.m.at Dennyõs 

 
Hope Circle:  

2nd Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. 
 

Ruth Circle:  
3rd Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Vesper Circle:  

3rd Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Mercy Circle:  
3rd Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Faith Circle:  

4th Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 
 

ALL WOMEN ARE  
WELCOME!  

United Methodist Men  

 
UMM  is an active organization 

at First Church.  To get 
 involved, contact  
Greg Schneider.  

 
Breakfast Fellowship - Meets 

every other Thursday at 6 am at 
Bob Evanõs restaurant at the  
corner of Veteranõs Parkway and 

Vernon.   
Come join us!   

 

Contact: Aaron Curtis or Greg 
Schneider. 

 UMW News  UMW/RUTH  
Unit Meeting  

 
 

Monday, May 17 at 7:00 p.m.   
Church Lounge 

Claire Brucker and Lois Young  
present 

"Let's Get Together for the  
Love of God"  

Devotions: Ruth Circle 
Hostesses:  Ruth Circle 

  

Calling all UMW members 
and Members at Large 

Let's have a good gathering of all  
circles for this meeting for 

 the Love of God.  

Mercy Circle  
 

May 19 at 9:30 in the Church 
Lounge 

 

First United Methodist Church has 
been helping Fairview School by 
listening to children read and by 
providing items the school needs. 

Principle James Shaw will share the 
process, the joys and the successes 
of this project. All are welcome to 
come and learn. If you have ques-
tions, you may contact Carolyn 

Yockey, 452-3936. 

Sonrise Circle  
 

Will meet on May 5 and 19 at 
Denny's in Normal from 6:30-

7:30 a.m.  
Ginny Riggins is in charge of 

devotions and the program.  All 
women are welcome! 

Attic Sale 2010 
All Department Chairpersons 

Organizational Meeting 
Saturday, May 1 (9-10:30) 

Church Lounge 
Please mark your calendars now!!!! 

Congratulations to:  
À Drew and Chasney Cook on 

the birth of their son  
Christopher Jay  on April 8th, 
2010. Grandparents are Chris 

and Kim Cook. 
 

Sympathies to: 
À The family and friends of 
Ruthann Mool on her passing 

April 4th, 2010. 

Thanks to all who donated items 
for the Cunningham Childrenõs 

Home Festival of Quilts. Also many 
thanks to those who baked or made 

items for their bake sale; and to 
those who worked at Cunningham 

during the Festival. 

Church Women United  
 

Upcoming Event: 
 
 

Friday, May 7th 9:00 am 
 
 

May Fellowship Day at First 
Christian Church, Bloomington.  

All women are welcome and  
invited. 

Church Member News 

UMW will be having a flower sale 
on Mother's Day during and be-

tween the church services. Sunday, 
May 9th we will be selling flats of 

annual flowers such as petunias. All 
proceeds will go towards  

UMW's missions  

The Mission Commission is planning a trip to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center south of Spring-
field on Saturday, June 12..  The church van is not available so mini vans will be loading at the back door 
of the church at 7:45 am and will return at about 5 pm.  Participants are asked to bring a sack lunch and 
medical cards.  Please register in the Welcome Center if you plan on going.  
  The MWDC is one of the "Hands on Mission " programs planned by the Mission Commission.  This 
agency is now a cooperating Depot for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  They 
have been instrumental in sending 15,620 health kits, 288 layettes. 4,023 school kits, 96 Cover them with 
Love quilts, 104 Linus quilts, 774 hospital gowns for boys and  1,890 hospital gowns for girls to Haiti as 
reported in their February 2010 newsletter.  Persons going do preparation tasks through a variety of ac-
tivities in the Center or the Warehouse: receiving, sorting, sewing, doing paper work, varnishing, clean-
ing, packing, and preparing disaster relief items for shipping..  
   Persons not able to go on the trip may wish to donate to their most needed supply list.  See a flyer in 
the Mission Center and with the Sign Up sheet in the Welcome Center.  Please pray for this team and the 
MMDCenter.   As each one does a small part and gives it to Christ we are living out the Bible story of 
the 'Feeding of the Multitude'. 
 

ÖBlessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and has 

made the Lord his hope and confidence.× 

                       ~ Jeremiah 17:7  
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Fairview Spring Carnival will be May 14th in 
the evening. They have asked for volunteers to 
help with snacks, games, etc. It was fun last year 
for the families and the volunteers! Watch the 
bulletins for ways to sign up! 
 

MMDC trip will be June 12. We had a waiting 
list to go the last time, so be looking for informa-
tion in the bulletins. You donõt want to miss out 
this time! Again, watch for the sign-up sheets. 
 

Also, the MMDC is having a Tenth Anniver-
sary Celebration on May 1, 2010. There will be 
an Open House and dinner to mark this mile-
stone. More information will be available on the 
website: www.midwestmissiondc.org. 
 

Easter Offering: This year the Easter offering 
was collected for two projects: 

I. Central Conference Pension Initiative 
and 

II.  One Great Hour of Sharing.  
We collected $5,637.59  which was distributed to 
those two programs.  
 

Mission News: We are currently working on ways 
to get information to the congregation about just 
what missions is, what projects we support, etcé 
Watch for us in the bulletin, Connection, website, 
and the Mission Center! 
 

Golden Cross Sunday: Motherõs Day will be 
Golden Cross Sunday. This is the day the offering 
is usually taken for Golden Cross programs. These 
programs provide support for agencies that care 
for children and the aged. Watch for more informa-
tion in the weekly bulletins about the ones in our 
area that receive help from our church.  

Mission Commission 

Upcoming Missions Opportunities & Information  
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Small Groups  

Be part of the exciting small 

group ministry at FUMC!   
For more information contact 
Shelly Zobrist at  451-0524 or 
smallgroup@normalfumc.org. 

 
Sunday 9:30 am 
Currently Full  

ISU Wesley Coffee House 
Facilitator: Shelly Zobrist 

 
Sundays 9:30 am 

Accepting New Members 
Location: Chapel 

Facilitator: Carla Painter 
 

Tuesdays 1:30 pm  
Accepting New Members 
Location: Conference Room 
Facilitator: Jan Kwasigroh     

 
Wednesday 6:45 am 

Church Lounge 
Menõs Bible Study 

1st Wednesday of the month 
Facilitator: Rev. John McIntosh 

 

 
 

Wednesdays 5:45 pm 
Currently Full  

Location: Chapel 
Young Couples  

Facilitators: Jamie & Aaron  
Curtis 

Study: "God is closer than you thinkó 
by John Ortbergó  

 
Wednesdays 5:45 pm 

Accepting New Members 
Location: Conference Room 
Facilitator: Vivian Carter 

 
Wednesdays 7:00pm 

Accepting New Members 
Location: Room 303 Upstairs 

Men currently studying 
òGod Came Nearó by  

Max Lucado 
Facilitators: Nathan Hawkins & 

Brent Anderson 
 

Wednesdays 6:00 pm 
Currently Full  

Location: The Swanlundõs Home 
Spiritual Joyseekers 

Facilitator: Bev & Don Swanlund 
 

 
 
 

Wednesdays 7:00 pm 
Accepting New Members 
Facilitator: Melissa Plank 

 
Fridays  9:00 am 
Currently Full  

Location: Youth Lounge 
Women ð childcare provided 

Study: Max Lucado òTraveling Lightó  
Facilitator: Julie Cunningham 

 
Fridays 9:00 am 

Accepting New Members 
Women ð childcare provided 

Location: Parenthood Classroom 
Facilitator: Sally Hawkins 

 
Fridays 9:30 am 

Accepting New Members 
Women  

Study: òThe Parables of Jesusó 
Location & Facilitator: Ellen Bourneõs 

house  
For more information please call 

Ellen . 

The Church &  Society Commission has placed in 
your Church Library a DVD produced by the Na-
tional Religious Campaign Against Torture: End-
ing U.S. ð Sponsored Torture Forever. This 20 
minute video describes the torture practices of the 
U.S. Government since 9/11. It portrays the last-
ing effects on the survivors of torture around the 
world, and offers perspectives from a variety of 
faiths. Most faiths affirm that torture is a moral 
issue and that torture is always wrong. The video 
makes the case that torture  is always immoral 
without exceptions.                               
                                                                Credit: NRCAT  

Church and Society 
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For more information on Christian Education, contact Melissa Plank at 452-2096 or education@normalfirst.org. 

Education Ministries 

Movie Night 
Vacation Bible School  

Vacation Bible School will be 
June 7-11 from 6-8pm. Our 
theme for VBS this year is 
òGalactic Blastó. We will learn 
about caring for our planet as 
we learn about the creation of 
the universe, Elijah, the woman 
at the well, the blind beggar, 
and the disciples in Emmaus. 
Vacation Bible School is for 
children who are currently in 
Pre-school 3 through 5th 
grade.  CDs are available for $4 
and T-shirt transfers for 
$1.  For more information, con-
tact Melissa Plank 452-2096 or 
education@normalfirst.org. 
 

Registration for Summer Church 
Camp continues.  Forms are avail-
able at the Welcome Center and 
should be turned in to Melissa 
Plank, Director of Christian Edu-
cation.  We offer scholarships to 
cover half of the òearly birdó cost 
for one church camp per per-
son.  The early bird deadline has 
passed but you can still register 
this month! 

Summer Church Camp 

Our next Family Movie night 
will be Friday, May 7th at 6:00 
when we will be watching òToy 
Storyó.  We will be taking a 
break for the summer, so be sure 
to join us. We will provide the 
popcorn and drinks. Hope to see 
you there! 

We have had a fantastic year in our 
Wonderful Wednesday Fellowship 
groups.  We have spent the last few 
months learning about Jesusõ par-
ables and what they mean.  We will 
wrap up our year with a bowling 
party on May 19th. 
 

Wonderful Wednesdays 

First Fest will be Sunday, June 13th 
from 4-7 pm. Please join us for 

food, fun, music, bounce house, a 
16 foot slide, Velcro wall, new in-
flatable basketball challenge, cake 
walk, and games! Tickets will be 

available starting May 23rd.  For in-
formation call Karen Reisinger at 
808-1543 or the church office at 

452-2096! 


