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From John, 
 

 Being a follower of Jesus Christ 
does not mean we have no fun. The 
Christian life and boredom are not syn-
onymous.  Nowhere in our faith are we 
called to give up our sense of humor. 
Saying ònoó to unhealthy and destruc-
tive habits, choices, or behaviors does 
not create a fun vacuum. It is a weak 
imagination that canõt find pleasure and 
joy in the Christian life. At times fol-
lowing Jesus Christ is quite adventur-
ous. Most of us know this, let us call 
this to our awareness and reaffirm it.  
 In the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew: 5-7), Jesus says, òAnd when-
ever you fast, do not look dis-
mal.ó (Matthew 6:16) The intention is 
that Jesusõ followers do not live their 
spiritual life for show. As well, there is 
the simple directiveñ òdo not look dis-
mal.ó Christianity is not meant to be a 
sour religion; sometimes sacrificial, dis-
ciplined, effective in witnessing and ex-
ample, yes; but not dismal. 
 If we have not perceived Jesusõ   
sense of humor, we have not read the 
scriptures in a holistic way. There are 
passages that are only really grasped if 
you see Jesus using a òtweakingó 
method to teach his disciples. (Read the 
story of Mary and Martha with Jesus 
chuckling at Martha, not scolding her, 
for he loved this family.) The gift of a 
sense of humor comes from God. It is 
often a need for discernment. Some hu-
mor is inappropriate, out-of-bounds, 
even mean. It should not come at some-
one elseõs expense. We did not receive 
the gifts of a sense of humor and laugh-
ter to abandon these.  

 We did not receive the capac-
ity for joy and pleasure to be ban-
ished from them. Again there is a 
need for discernment and discipline, 
as well to be a good example. Some 
pleasures have a high price tag. No 
pleasure should come at the expense 
of our well-being. A good test is the 
question, ò Is this self-destructive or 
destructive to someone else?ó 
 When we have the security of 
our faith, we have an ease about us; 
 then we are able to find the joys, the 
pleasures, and the fun in life. Some-
times this happens in simple and 
subtle ways. Think of the wisdom 
that simple meal shared is more en-
joyable than a banquet, alone. The 
Christian is that simple, shared life 
of joy.  
 As we continue the Lenten 
season, and yes, it is a serious sea-
son, as we consider a more disci-
plined approach to our faith, as we 
consider what we give up for our 
faith, letõs not do a disservice to our 
faith by imagining there is no fun, 
joy, pleasure, or laughter in this sea-
son. What we choose to give up can 
actually get us some things; like 
more time, more money, better 
health, a stronger faith. 
 Are we not wise to see the 
whole of the Christian life with sac-
rifices and joys, with challenges and 
victories, with tears and laughter? 
May your life of faith bring you ease 
and peace as a gift of faith, a gift 

from God. ƴ 
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To Our Visitors... 
Welcome to First United Meth-
odist Church of Normal.  We are 
grateful that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and invite you 
to visit the Welcome Center in 
the Narthex or our website: 
www.normalfirst.org to learn 
more about the opportunities for 
worship, study, fellowship and 
service available through our 
ministries. ƴ 

Joining the Church 
 If you are considering mem-
bership at First Church, you are 
invited to attend an Orientation 
Class. The class is designated for 
First Church new members who 
would like additional information 
about the church. 
 If you would like to register 
for the class or have any ques-
tions, contact the church office ƴ 

Attendance and Financial Report 

 General  
Fund 

 

January Monthly YTD 

Income $75,012.87 $75,012.87 

Expenses $64,698.62 $64,698.62 

Parking Courtesy  
 

We ask that you please reserve 
parking spots nearest the entrance 
for members of our church with mo-
bility issues. (That would be the 
rows nearest the building.)ƴ 

Welcome to The First United Methodist Church of Normal 

Prayer Ministry  
 

Prayer Points: òOne of the 
greatest gifts you can give to an-
other is the gift of your uncondi-
tional loveó ~Unknownƴ 

Date Attendance 
 

January 2 & 3 
 

328 
 
 

January 9 &10  
 

431 

 
 

January 16 & 17 
 

426 
 

 

January 23 & 24 
 

434 
 
 

January 30 & 31 
 

429 

Worship Times 
 

5:00 pm Saturday Worship Service is 

in the Sanctuary 
 

9:30 am  Traditional Worship Service 

is in the Sanctuary 

9:30 am  Children's Sunday School 

            Adult Classes and Small Groups 
 

11:00 am Contemporary Worship is in 

Fellowship Hall 
 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

is in the Sanctuary     
                   

Quilters  
 

This group meets Thursday 
mornings between 9:00 am and 
12 noon. To contact please call 
Henrietta Odum. 

Memorials and Special 
Gifts  

 
During the fourth quarter, 2009, 
Memorials and Special Gifts con-
tributions were received in mem-
ory of the following: 
À Steve Harding 

À Allan H. Booher 
À Anontia N. Sison 

À Evelyn Rex 
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Word Find Puzzle Created by Sam Yost 

Parish Nurseõs Corner Lynn B. Westcot, RN 

 

 I nasmuch as 

many of you bring 
me drugs you no 
longer need (which 
I take to the Com-

munity Health Clinic), the 
question of whether or not out-
of-date drugs are of use fre-
quently is raised. I found the 
following explanation in the 
August 2009 Harvard Menõs 
Health Watch: 
 
Q  My husband refuses to 
throw out pills that are past 
their expiration dates. I never 
keep foods longer than I 
should, so I hope youõll con-
vince him to clean out the 
medicine closet the way I take 
care of the fridge and pantry. 
 
A   Your question poses a chal-
lenge to both diplomacy and 
science.  Although there is rela-
tively little scientific data about 
out- dated medication, it seems 
diplomatic and accurate to say 

that you are both likely to be 
right!  Keep policing you foods, 
but cut your husband a little 
slack about his pills. 
 Expiration dates for medicines 
are established by law, not sci-
ence.  In general, drug companies 
give their products an  expiration 
date two or three years from the 
date theyõre manufactured.  But 
when your pharmacist opens the 
bulk container and repackages 
the medications for your use, he 
labels your bottle with an expira-
tion date thatõs usually one 
year from the day your prescrip-
tion is filled. 
 There is no evidence that out-
dated medications are toxic; the 
only example in medical history 
occurred more than 60 years ago 
and the drug in question 
(tetracycline) has been reformu-
lated. 
 Although toxicity is not a 
concern, loss of potency is a pos-
sible worry.  However, studies by 
the Department of Defense, 

which tested the shelf life of 
1,122 lots of 96 different drugs 
stored in their original contain-
ers in military facilities, found 
that 84% would be expected to 
remain stable for an average of 
57 months beyond their expira-
tion dates and two anti-influenza 
drugs remained fully active after 
25 years of storage.   
 A respected authority, The 
Medical Letter on Drugs and 
Therapeutics, concluded that 
ômany drugs stored under  rea-
sonable conditions retain 90% of 
their potency for at least five 
years after the expiration date on 
the label and sometimes much 
longer.õ This review was pub-
lished in 2002ñletõs 
hope itõs not outdated! 
 Wishing you all a 
happy March.  Amen 
and Amen ƴ 

Heart 
 To  

 Heart 
 

Note:  The film 
we viewed two 
weeks ago was 
so well re-
ceived that Iõm 
going to use another film either the first 
or third Tuesday in March.  The other 
Tuesday we will have Deb White, Di-
rector of Countering Domestic Vio-
lence, talk to us about countering do-
mestic violence in the aging population 
and what this means to us, personally. 
          All are welcome at 10 A.M. for 
about an hour. Tom Dunavin brings his 
spectacular refreshments!ƴ 
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March Birthdays  

Member News 

     Deepest Sympathy to: 
À To the family and friends of Cliff Pfeltz.  
 

À To the family and friends of Sheralyn 
Lynch. 

    Congratulations to:  
 

À The McBurneyõs on the birth of their son  

À Caden James born February 2, 2010. 

March 1 Jenna Floyd,  
Dylan Karraker ,  Larry 
Kwasigroh 
 

March 2 Lianna Bankord, 
Kayla Kindred 
 

March 3 Scott Blickensderfer, 
Diane Boeck 
 

March 4 Owen Brown, Abigail 
Keene, Samantha Laudner, 
Emily Thomas 
 

March 5 Diana Blickensderfer, 
Jennifer Gibson, Kelli Schulz, 
Patricia Shepherd, Melissa 
Stover 
 

March 6 Jessica Beattie, Dar-
lene Jones, Trevin Kafer, Julia 
Keene, Sarah Ogdon, Elizabeth 
White 
 

March 7 Clinton Britnell, 
Richard Hoerber, Megan 
Skinker,  Savannah Sleevar  
 

March 8 Jill Hutchison, 
 Paul Kessler 
 

March 9 Carson Brucker,  
Jennifer Gillis, Ethan Harding,  
Larry Lawler 
 

March 10 Rebecca Ansher,      
Rachel Britnell, Ernestine 
Lawler, Rachel Pierce, Mary 
Ann Pullin, Jameson Sweeney, 
Larry Swinger, Rachel Wagner 
 

March 11 Simon Amr, Tyler 
DeVault, Flora Poling, Sandra 
Sasser, Ann White, Nancy      
Yarger 
 

March 12 Colton Chinowth, 
Ryan Reardon 
 

March 13 Sally Ohmart, 
Megan Rolfs, Alice Walton 
 

March 14 Amanda Gordon, 
Carolyn Stover, David Stover, 
Barbara Todd, Richard Walton 
 

March 15 Eric Morenz, Deb-
orah Spencer 
 

March 16 Stacie Hunt, Daniel 
Skinker 
 

March 18 Charles Bowles, 
Joseph Clark, John Hulett, 
Joan Muench 
 

March 19 Gaye Bailey, 
Heather Beal, Shirley Eng-
dahl, Samantha Nelson, Dane 
Schlipmann 
 

March 20 Liz Graber, Tho-
mas McNabb, Nicholas Piercy 
 

March 21 Jillian Andersen, 
Daniel Blickensderfer, Patricia 
Kimberlin,   Denise Matone, 
Daniel Painter, Betty Thom-
son, Dale Wayland 
 

March 22 Jean Ann Bates, 
Matthew May, Robert 
Mowery, Dorothy Peiffer 
 

March 23 Sophia Hummel, 
Joan McGuire, Gary Westen 
 

March 24 Steve Poznic, David 
Spratt 
 

March 25 Chandler Huffman 
 

March 26 Sheila King, Debra 
Loeffler, Susan Miller 
 

March 27 Robert Briggs, 
David Pierce, Jennifer Primm 
 

March 29 Orlyn Edge, DiAnn 
Fields, Noleen Jacobs, Sandra 
Jesse, Jeff Plank 

March 30 Ellen Birky, Del 
Hanes, Vince Patten, Ann 
Stein, Lori Weidig 

March 31 Mariella Crist, 
Chris Isted, Jay Loeffler, Tho-
mas Rankin, Eric  Vinsel, Wil-
liam Wagner, Sarah Walker 

Easter Offering: The Easter Offering this year 
will go to the Central Conference Initiative and 
One Great Hour of Sharing. The Central Confer-
ence Initiative will be one of the Lenten and 
Easter offerings until the church commitment is 
met. Our one Great Hour of Sharing offering is 
usually taken as part of the Easter Offering. One 
Great Hour of Sharing is the basic funding of 
UMCOR, providing for refugee resettlement, 
relief, and rehabilitation. It provides for huger 
relief worldwide. Both of these programs are vi-
tally necessary for providing services to those in 
need. 

Upcoming Mission Commission  
Events: 

Center for Hope: The Center for Hope Food 
Pantry is anticipating an increase in need for the 
summer. Schools being out mean children being 
home and eating breakfast and lunch at homeñ 
not at school. We are going to have a Spring 
Bags of Blessings Event during the month of 
April. Again the bags will be available at the 
church for you to pick up and then bring back to 
church the next week. This time, in addition to 
the usual staples we collect, remember to include 
breakfast and lunch itemsñ cereals, breakfast 
bars, juices, jelly, peanut butter, soups, etc. 
Watch for more news and the dates in weekly 
bulletins.   

Fairview School: The staff is very appreciative of 
the volunteers that are helping weekly with the read-
ing program. There will be another opportunity for 
volunteers for the Spring Carnival May 14th! This is 
an evening event and lots of fun for the students and 
volunteers! The school sponsors a cart from which 
students can use their òFalcon Bucksó to buy school 
supplies. Items we can help them provide include: 
pens, pencils, crayons, glue, rulers, etc. You can drop 
these things off in the Fairview bins at the Mission 
Center.  
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Easterôsò so to speak.  Therefore, 

Sunday, the Lordôs Day, should 

never be a day of ñFastò but a day 

of celebration!  We are to suspend 

our Lenten Disciplines and 

CELEBRATE! 

Now I wonôt ask if I am 

sharing some Good News with 

someone reading this article.  I 

just know there must be someone 

who thought like I did and did not 

know that the Lordôs Day was not 

counted in adding up the days of 

ñFastò during Lent.  So now who-

ever you are ï you and I can now 

enjoy our chocolates or whatever 

it is we gave up for Lent on the 

Lordôs Day, our Little Easterôs. 

                 Pastor Flo 

9:30 am Sanctuary Service and Con-

temporary Service. 

ÀMarch 20 & 21: From John 12: 1-8 

Mary anoints Jesus with costly per-

fume ñ Rev. McIntosh will be 

preaching at the 9:30 am and 11:00 

am services. Rev. Scott will be 

preaching òGive Jesus What is 

Best,ó in the Saturday 5:00 pm and 

11:00 am Contemporary Services.  

ÀMarch 27 & 28: We will hold 

Palm Sunday with the Childrenõs 

Palm Processional at the 9:30 am 

service. The Palm Sunday scripture 

will be Luke 19: 28-40. Rev. 

McIntosh preaches on òWhen Hope 

Moves Usó in the Sanctuary services 

at 5:00 pm Saturday, 9:30 am & 

11:00 am Sunday. 

 

Holy Week Services Are: 
 
ÀMaundy Thursday, April 1 

in the Fellowship Hall with 

the Youth Choirõs Lenten Can-

tata, at 7:00 pm. 

 

ÀGood Friday Service is of-

fered at noon and 7:00 pm in 

the Sanctuary on April 2. 

 

ÀEaster is on April 4 with ser-

vices on Saturday at 5:00 pm 

and on Sunday we are adding 

an 8:00 am service, as well as 

our usual services at 9:30 am 

and 11:00 am traditional and 

contemporary.   

 

March Sermon Series 
 Most of Lent is during March, 

this year.  This season is a prepara-

tion for celebrating Easter. Because 

Sundays are always little Easters, 

the penitential spirit of Lent should 

be tempered with joyful expecta-

tion of the Resurrection. Our 

March services begin with Holy 

Communion and conclude with 

Palm Sunday, March 28. 

ÀMarch 6 & 7: Holy Communion 

with Rev. Scott preaching in the 

Sanctuary services. 

ÀMarch 13 & 14: òSo if anyone is 

in Christ, there is a new creationó 

from 2 Corinthians 5: 16-21 Rev. 

Scott will be preaching òA New 

Creatureó in the 11:00 am Sanctu-

ary Service. Rev. McIntosh will be 

preaching from Luke 15: 11-32, 

The Prodigal Son Parable in the 

February 17, 2010 was 

Ash Wednesday.  What is Ash 

Wednesday? It is the 7th Wednes-

day before Easter; the first day of 

Lent; the day following Mardi 

Gras ('Fat Tuesday') and Shrove 

Tuesday; a day of fasting and re-

pentance.  The season of Lent is 

the time of preparation for Holy 

Week, leading up to Easter. 

It is now March and we 

are into the Lenten Season.  Let 

me share a story with you about 

the Lenten Season.  I guess I can 

say it is a confession.  Before I 

became a United Methodist 

My Teachable  

 Moment  

(many, many years ago) I would 

ñfastò for 46 days.  Lenten Season 

was never clearly explained and I 

never researched the total days in 

Lent.  It was my assumption that 

ñfastingò during Lent was from 

Ash Wednesday to Easter Sun-

day, every single day.  I will 

never forget my pastor friend who 

told me that Lenten Season is a 

40 day ñfastò not 46 days; begin-

ning on Ash Wednesday and end-

ing the Saturday before Easter.  

Hallelujah! What a teachable mo-

ment for me.  Sunday is the most 

important holiday.  Sunday is a 

continuing celebration of the Res-

urrection of Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Sundayôs are ñLittle 
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UMW Meetings Times  
 

Sonrise Circle:  
1st and 3rd Wednesdays,  
6:30 a.m.at Dennyõs 

 
Hope Circle:  

2nd Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. 
 

Ruth Circle:  
3rd Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Vesper Circle:  

3rd Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Mercy Circle:  
3rd Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Faith Circle:  

4th Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 
 

ALL WOMEN ARE  
WELCOME!  

United Methodist 
Men 

UMM  is an active organization 
at First Church.  To get in-
volved, contact Greg Schnei-
der.  
Breakfast Fellowship - Meets 
every other Thursday at 6 am 
at Bob Evanõs restaurant at the 
corner of Veteranõs Parkway 
and Vernon.   

Come join us!   
 

Contact: Aaron Curtis or Greg 
Schneider. 

 UMW  
Upcoming Events: 

Upcoming Event! 
 

Church Women United 
 
On Friday, March 5th at 9:00 am 
Church Women United will hold 
a World Day of Prayerñ they 
will also have a continental 
breakfast for $2.00 (call Elaine 
Jones at 454-8631 for reserva-
tions) The program òLet Every-
thing that has Breath Praise 
God,ó by FUMC and Holy Trin-
ity Catholic will be held in the 
church lounge.ƴ  

Attic Sale Need - if anyone has a 

cashbox that they would like to do-
nate to the UMW, please contact 
Sue Miller, 662-7793 or leave in the 
church office marked UMW. The 
fish tackle type box work very well -
 "pop up" place for coins and the 
bottom is open for bills.  

The Baby Fold offers tours of their 
Oglesby facility each second Tuesday 
of the month at 11:30 am. The tour 
lasts about one hour. We encourage 

you to learn more about the life-
transforming ministry at The Baby 
Fold. For tour information you may 

call Diane Sheperd at 309. 451. 
7206. 

Did you know? 
You ought to know that Normal 
First United Methodist Church has 
given $ 8,283.00 through the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief to help the people of Haiti. 
You may still make a gift. Please 
make it for Haiti Relief in your 
memo line or envelope. Thank you 
for your generous response.  

You make a difference.  

UMW  will meet at 9:30, Wednes-
day morning, March 17 in the 
lounge. Deborah White of Neville 
House will be the speaker. Mercy 
Circle is hosting. All women are 
welcome to join us!  

Vesper Circle On Tuesday, March  

16th, Vesper is meeting  in the 
Church Lounge at 7:00 pm. Their 
program will focus on Easter and 
will be presented by Pastor Florene 
Scott. Devotions are led by Carol 
Morgan and the hostesses are Pat 
Evans, Annis Guenther, and Leslie 
Wagner.  

Attention College students and 
those college bound! 

The Haze and Mildred Smith 

Endowed Scholarship is now 

available.  If you are a college 

student affiliated with Normal 

First United Methodist Church 

and would like to apply for the 

2010-2011 scholarship, pick up 

an application!  The deadline is 

April 15, 2010.  You can find 

the applications at the welcome 

center or on the bulletin board 

outside the main office.ƴ  

Executive Committee Meeting: 
April 1 at 4:30 pm in the Church 

conference room.  
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The UMW Reading Program books for 2010 are now 
ready for circulation. Circle chairpersons have the list 

of new books. 
 

Each year, there are books for children that fulfill the 
four UMW reading categories.  The books designated 
for reading  to, by, or with,  children can be found in a 

specially marked section in the Church Library. 
 

The 2010 suggested books for children are: 
 

EDUCATION FOR MISSION: Armando and the 
Blue Tarp School by Edith Hope Fine.  Armando and 
his father are trash pickers in Tijuana, Mexico.  Ar-
mando goes to school on a blue tarp laid down near the 
dump by Senor Davis.  Based on a true story. 
 

NURTURING FOR COMMUNITY : Am I A Color 
Too? by Heidi Cole & Nancy Vogl. A young biracial 
boy wonders why people are so concerned with skin 
color when everyone  dreams, feels, sings, dances, 
smiles, loves. 

Louis Sockalexis: Native American BaseballPlayer 
by Bill Wise.  The story of  a Penobscot boy who 
loved baseball and dreamed  of joining a major league 
team. He achieved his goal despite jeers and taunts of 
crowds and teammates. 
  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH : Great Joy by Kate 
DiCamillo.    Frances notices the organ grinder and 
his monkey on the cold dark street at Christmas time.  
She  canõt stop worrying about them, and wishes she 
could help them. 
 

SOCIAL ACTION:  JOHN LEWIS IN THE LEAD, 

A STORY OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT   

by Jim Haskins and Kathleen Benson. ò A biography 

of John Lewis, Georgia Congressman and one of the 

ôBig Sixõ civil rights leaders  of the l960s. Includes a 

note by Congressman Lewis and a timeline.ó   (quoted 

from the publisherõ s notes)ƴ 

New in the Church  Library  

Church and Society 
Letõs Talk about Teen Dating  

Violence & Digital -abuse 
 
FACT:  The leading cause of injury 
to young women is teen dating vio-
lence. 
 
 Do not assume you know the 
whole story of teen dating.  Here are 
some current statistics on the topic.  
First, as to the prevalence of violence: 
Approximately one in three adoles-
cent girls in the United States is a 
victim of physical, emotional or ver-
bal abuse from a dating partner---a 
figure that far exceeds victimizations 
rates for other types of violence af-
fecting youth. 
 
 One in four teen girls in a rela-
tionship (26%) says she has been 
threatened with violence or experi-
enced verbal abuse, and 13 percent 
say they were physically hurt or hit. 
One in three teens reports knowing a 
friend or peer who has been hit, 
punched, kicked, slapped or physi-
cally hurt by a partner, and 45% of 

girls know a friend or peer who has 
been pressured into having either 
intercourse or oral sex. 
 One in five tweens ðage 11-14ñ
say their friends are victims of dat-
ing violence and nearly half who 
are in relationships know friends 
who are verbally abused.  Two in 
five of the youngest tweens, ages 
11 & 12, report that their friends 
are victims of verbal abuse in rela-
tionships. 

 
 Secondly, consequences of teen 
dating violence include teens more 
likely to smoke, use drugs, engage 
in unhealthy diet behaviors or risky 
sexual behaviors or to attempt or 
consider suicide.  Additionally, vic-
tims of physical or sexual violence 
from a dating partner were four to 
six times more likely to have been 
pregnant and eight to nines times 
more likely to have attempted sui-
cide. 
 

 Thirdly, parents are often out of 
touch with the dating violence is-
sue. 
 In a 2009 survey of parents, 
three in four parents say they have 

had a conversation with their teen 
about what it means to be in a healthy 
relationship---but 74% of sons and 66% 
of daughter said they have NOT had a 
conversation about dating abuse with a 
parent in the past year. 
 

 Frequently linked to dating violence 
is the use of the internet (email or social 
networking sites) or cell phones as a 
means of digital abuse.  These abuses 
include pressure to participate in 
òsexting,ó  digital bullying (threats of 
abuse, spreading rumors/untruths, gos-
siping) via the internet or cell phones, or 
interfering with password protected ma-
terials on a cell phone or computer as 
well as constant electronic checking on a 
significant other. 
 

 Take time now for this important 
conversation on healthy relationships.  
Maybe your teen, your parent, or your 
grandparent needs upgraded informa-
tion. 
 

Information in this article came from: 
ht tp :/ /www.athinl ine.org/MTV -
AP_Digital_Abuse_Study_Executive_S

ummary.pdf, http://www.endabuse.org/
u s e r f i l e s / f i l e / T e e n s /

Teens_Sept_09_FINAL.pdfƴ 

http://www.athinline.org/MTV-AP_Digital_Abuse_Study_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.athinline.org/MTV-AP_Digital_Abuse_Study_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.athinline.org/MTV-AP_Digital_Abuse_Study_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.endabuse.org/userfiles/file/Teens/Teens_Sept_09_FINAL.pdf
http://www.endabuse.org/userfiles/file/Teens/Teens_Sept_09_FINAL.pdf
http://www.endabuse.org/userfiles/file/Teens/Teens_Sept_09_FINAL.pdf
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Small Groups  
 

Be part of the exciting small 
group ministry at FUMC!   

For more information contact 
Shelly Zobrist at  451-0524 or 
smallgroup@normalfumc.org. 

 
Sunday 9:30 am 
Currently Full  

ISU Wesley Coffee House 
Facilitator: Shelly Zobrist 

 
Sundays 9:30 am 

Accepting New Members 
Location: Chapel 

Facilitator: Carla Painter 
 

Tuesdays 1:30 pm  
Accepting New Members 
Location: Conference Room 
Facilitator: Jan Kwasigroh     

 
Wednesday 6:45 am 

Church Lounge 
Menõs Bible Study 

1st Wednesday of the month 
Facilitator: Rev. John McIntosh 

 
 

Wednesdays 5:45 pm 
Currently Full  

Location: Chapel 
Young Couples  

Facilitators: Jamie & Aaron  
Curtis 

Study: "God is closer than you thinkó 
by John Ortbergó  

 
Wednesdays 5:45 pm 

Accepting New Members 
Location: Conference Room 
Facilitator: Vivian Carter 

 
Wednesdays 7:00pm 

Accepting New Members 
Location: Room 303 Upstairs 

Men currently studying 
òGod Came Nearó by  

Max Lucado 
Facilitators: Nathan Hawkins & 

Brent Anderson 
 

Wednesdays 6:00 pm 
Currently Full  

Location: The Swanlundõs Home 
Spiritual Joyseekers 

Facilitator: Bev & Don Swanlund 
 

 
 
 

Wednesdays 7:00 pm 
Accepting New Members 
Facilitator: Melissa Plank 

 
Fridays  9:00 am 
Currently Full  

Location: Youth Lounge 
Women ð childcare provided 

Study: Max Lucado òTraveling Lightó  
Facilitator: Julie Cunningham 

 
Fridays 9:00 am 

Accepting New Members 
Women ð childcare provided 

Location: Parenthood Classroom 
Facilitator: Sally Hawkins 

 
Fridays 9:30 am 

Accepting New Members 
Women  

Study: òThe Parables of Jesusó 
Location & Facilitator: Ellen Bourneõs 

house  
For more information please call 

Ellen ƴ 

Liberia Night 

 For several years now the 
Vermilion River District of the 
United Methodist Church has 
related to Nana Kru District and 
the Grand Gedeh District of the 
UMC in Liberia. 

 On Sunday evening March 7, 
at 6 pm, Rev. Keith Zimmerman 
our District Superintendent is 
coming to Normal First to share 
with us his first hand experiences 
in Liberia.  He has a video of his 
travels in Liberia, he preached in 
the Francis Asbury UMC  which 
is the church FUMC has part-
nered with as prayer-partners.   
FUMC has collected money 
which was sent to Francis As-
bury UMC to build a well which 
gave the church and the area a 
safe water supply.  
 Water sources were decimated 
in the 13 years of war. This war 

torn country has natural beauty 
to inspire and  basic needs which 
we cannot comprehend. 
 Come to Fellowship Hall and 
share a simple Liberian supper 
and learn where we have been 
and the opportunities we have to 
be in partnership with the Fran-
cis Asbury UM Church, the Nana 
Kru District and the Grand 
Gedeh District. 
 Reservations are not neces-
sary, donations will be accepted 

to help with costs.ƴ 
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For more information on Christian Education, contact Melissa Plank at 452-2096 or education@normalfirst.org. 

A Message from the  
Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference of  the 
United Methodist 

Church 
Vermillion River District 

J. Keith Zimmerman,  
Superintendent 

 
Greetings in Christ Jesus, 
 
 I am writing to celebrate 
with you that Normal First 
Church paid 100% of your ap-
portionments for 2009! Your 

church was one of sixty-two 
churches who fully supported 
both apportionments out of a to-
tal of seventy-two churches in 
the Vermillion River District of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence.  
 Please extend my gratitude to 
your congregation for their faith-
fulness to our covenant connec-
tion as United Methodists, even 
in these difficult economic times. 
As a result of this support, the 
ministries of your church have 

Education Ministries 
Movie Night 

Adult Education Class 
Do the ancient truths of Christi-
anity hold up to 21st century 
scrutiny?  Do they still matter? 
Rev Howard Daughenbaugh will  
lead the class òSimply Christian: 
Why Christianity Makes Senseó 
on Tuesdays from noon until 1:30 
starting April 6 and Wednesdays 
6:30-8:00pm starting April 7. Au-
thor NT Wright looks at why 
Christianity is still reasonable 
and rewarding for us today. 
Please sign-up at the Welcome 
Center.ƴ  

Vacation Bible School  

Vacation Bible School will be 
June 7-11 from 6-8pm. Our 
theme for VBS this year is 
òGalactic Blastó. We will learn 
about caring for our planet as 
we learn about the creation of 
the universe, Elijah, the woman 
at the well, the blind beggar, 
and the disciples in Emmaus. 
Vacation Bible School is for 
children who are currently in 
Pre-school 3 through 5th 
grade.  Registration will begin 
this month. ƴ 

Registration for Summer 
Church Camp has be-
gun.  Forms are available at the 
Welcome Center and should be 
turned in to Melissa Plank, Di-
rector of Christian Educa-
tion.  We offer scholarships to 
cover half of the òearly birdó 
cost for one church camp per 
person.  The early bird deadline 
is April 13th.ƴ 

Summer Church Camp 
Family Movie Night has been a 
growing success. On March 12th 
at 6:00 pm our movie will be 
òCloudy With A Chance of Meat-
balls.ó We will provide the pop-
corn, snacks, and drinks. Bring 
blankets and pillows if you would 
like to sit on the floor. Join us in 
Fellowship Hall for this free 
event and be sure to invite a 
friend. ƴ 

Wonderful Wednesday choir 

and fellowship groups  continue 

to meet from 5:30-6:30 each 

week.  Children in Kindergarten 

through 5th grade sing, learn 

Bible stories, eat snacks, play 

games, and make crafts.  This 

spring we will be focusing on 

Jesusô parables!ƴ 

Wonderful Wednesdays 

been extended beyond your local 
community across our confer-
ence, nation, and world! 
 May God continue to be 
praised through the ministry 
your congregation provides in 
this new year, and may disciples 
continue to be formed and lives 
transformed in the name of 
Christ Jesus! 
 
Your partner in ministry,  
Dr. J Keith Zimmerman 
 




