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Making Disciples for Jesus Christ Who Make a Difference 

From John,  
 One of my college friends was accu-
mulating solo hours towards his com-
mercial pilotsõ license. Ray was from 
Chicago and flying over Central Illinois, 
he lost his bearings. He flew towards a 
town until he could read the water 
tower and figured out where he was. 
The water tower served as a landmark. 
A landmark is something to focus on to 
get our location and set our direction. 
This is done in map reading and the 
sport of orienteering.  
 For us the landmark is Jesus Christ. 
This is how we as Christians know 
where we are and where we are going. 
The New Testament is written to con-
vince its readers, to the point of heartfelt 
belief, that Jesus of Nazareth is the Mes-
siah. The mighty works, the miracles, 
the teaching with authentic faith, the 
forgiveness  were written to make the 
case that Jesus is the Christ. You could 
say that the New Testament is identify-
ing the landmark for the Christian jour-
ney.   
 When we listen to Jesusõ words, our 
landmark is giving us the course to 
move closer to God. The New Testa-
ment writers lift up Jesus. In turn Jesus 
guides us to a relationship with God. In 
many ways Jesus sets a new direction to 
God; a humble, honest approach to a 
loving and forgiving God. In the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are 
told there are no barriers, there is no 
chasm that cannot be crossed. (You 
could see a double meaning here.) Jesus 
is our landmark to set a true course to a 
closer life-giving relationship with God.  
 For us as Christians and as a church 
this is practical and leads to a healthier 
faith. Now and again we need  to have 
this, the call to focus on Jesus as our 
landmark. Sometimes we need to make 
corrections. That begins by identifying 

the proper landmark.  
 òDo not put your trust in princes, 
in mortals, in whom there is no help.ó 
Happy are those whose help is in the 
God of Jacob, whose hope is in their 
God.ó (Psalm 146: 3 and 5, NRSV) 
 Sometimes, in our Christian jour-
ney we give in to the temptation to 
use the wrong landmark, a lesser one. 
Human beings seem more visible and 
more accessible than God.  Some-
times we look too much to human 
beings; and they are flawed and they 
disappoint us. Sometimes we make a 
church about personalities. Some-
times we make it about who we like 
and donõt like. Sometimes we make it 
about buildings or programs. None of 
this can be a landmark. None of these 
are enough.  
 Even the most energetic and 
gifted church leader is not enough. 
Leadership is important, even critical. 
That leadership has to be pointing 
toward the landmark of Jesus Christ. 
Every asset and every endeavor 
should fulfill this direction. Every 
brick and every Bible of our church 
should be a means to this end, the 
flight course to God.  
 As I read the New Testament, I 
see how driven Jesus was to give the 
people he loved a healthy, life-giving 
faith. This relationship with God, 
who Jesus referred to with endearing 
name òAbba,ó was what Jesus so ur-
gently wanted people to experience 
and enjoy. So much so that he would 
claim the cross as a landmark.  
 Let us focus on Jesus, the only 
worthy landmark, as we seek all the 
blessings of our faith, our closer rela-
tionship with God. 
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First Connection is a monthly publi-
cation of  First United Methodist Church 
of Normal.  Editorð Sarah Mohl.  secre-
tary@normalfirst.org.  All submissions 
subject to editing.  Submission Deadline:   
9 am, 2nd Sunday of each month.  Publica-

tion Date : 3rd Sunday of each month.ƴ 



Worship Times 
 

5:00 pm Saturday Worship Service is in the 
Sanctuary 

 

9:30 am  Traditional Worship Service is in 
the Sanctuary 

9:30 am  Children's Sunday School 
            Adult Classes and Small Groups 

 

11:00 am Contemporary Worship is in  
Fellowship Hall 

 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service is in 
the Sanctuary     
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To Our Visitors 

Welcome to First United Meth-
odist Church of Normal.  We are 
grateful that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and invite you 
to visit the Welcome Center in 
the Narthex or our website: 
www.normalfirst.org to learn 
more about the opportunities for 
worship, study, fellowship and 
service available through our 
ministries.  

Joining the Church 

 If you are considering mem-
bership at First Church, you are 
invited to attend an Orientation 
Class. The class is designated for 
First Church new members who 
would like additional information 
about the church. 
 If you would like to register 
for the class or have any ques-
tions, contact the church office  

Attendance and Financial Report 

Welcome to The First United Methodist Church of Normal 

Date Attendance 

 

May 1 & 2 
 

483 

 

May 8 & 9 
 

477 

 

May 15 & 16 
 

551 

 

May 22 & 23 
 

444 

 

May  29 & 30 
 

361 

A Note from Our New Associate Pastor Denny Hutchison 

 
General  

Fund 
 

May Monthly  YTD 

Income $71,343.56 $371,451.49 

Expenses $69,894.07 $355,651.02 

Hello Normal First!  
 I wanted to write a short letter of greeting before I 
join your ministry this July. I am very excited about this 
opportunity, and certainly feel blessed to have received 
this church and community for my first appointment. I 
look forward to the work God will do through all of us 
in the time to come. 
 

 Perhaps I should also let you know a little bit about 
myself before I come to town. I spent most of my life 
from early childhood through high school in Vandalia, 
IL. Following high school, I went to McKendree Col-
lege (now University) for my undergrad, where I ma-
jored in religious studies after feeling and recognizing 
my call to ministry. I graduated from McKendree in 
2007 and moved on to the Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University. I completed my Master of Divin-

ity studies there this May, and am now returning to the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference to ultimately become an 
elder in full connection. 
 

 I am sure there is more I could put here, but I think 
that gives a good snap shot of where I will be starting 
from. I look forward to getting to know many of you and 
your stories in the near future. The only thing I ask for is 
grace and patience as I step into my first appointment 
and grow into the ministry to which I have been called. 
 

 Again, I am extremely excited to begin this journey in 
ministry with. 
 

         In Godõs Grace and Love, 
          Denny Hutchison 

Thanks to our  
First Fest  

volunteers for 
making the event  

memorable! 

Jubilee Bells 
will begin their 

fall rehearsals on 
Wed., Aug. 18 at 

6 p.m.  

Church Member News 
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Condolences to the family and friends of 

Blanche Young on her passing. 
 

Condolences to the family and friends of  

Elsie Bryan on her passing.  
 

Congratulations to Dustin & Holly Hall on 

the birth on their daughter Kaylann Dean 
Hall. Kaylann was born on May 28th, 2010 
and is the granddaughter of Dale and Trudy 
Wayland.  

Congratulations to Myrna & Russ Haas on 

the adoption of their son, Andrew Mark 
Hass. 
 

Ralph and Karleen Dude will be celebrating 

50 years of Marriage! Their daughters invite 
you to a reception at the church on August 
7th, 2010 from 2 to 4 pm. Notes or cards for 
a memory book can be sent to Anita Hahn at 
glue4evr@yahoo.com or 8544 Howard City 
Edmore Road Lakeview, MI 48850. Daugh-
ters; Kari Wetter 317-240ð 3833 
kariw@wvpa.com and Anita Hahn 989-352-
6728 glue4evr@yahoo.com. 

Word Search 
Created by Sam Yost 

New in Your Church Library  

Four beautiful picture books given 
in memory of Lloyd and June 
Schwartz by the Wickenhauser 
family: 
 

Mama Says, a Book of Love for 
Mothers and Sons, by Rob 
Walker with paintings by award 
winning artists, Leo & Diane Dil-
lon. In simple words, using a vari-
ety of languages around the world 
along with the English text, the 
book helps teach children the im-
portance of courage, honesty, and 
sharing.  
 

We Planted a Tree, written by 
Diane Muldrow and illustrated by 
Bob Staake. Two young families in 
two different parts of the world 
each plant a tree in their backyard. 
The tree grows as do the families, 
and we learn how trees help clean 

the air, enrich the soil, and give 
good and shade.  
14 Cows for America, by Carmen 
Agra Deedy with illustrations by 
Thomas Gonzalez. This is a won-
derful book, based on a true story.  
Kameli Naiyomah, a Masaii native 
who has been studying in America, 
returns to his village in western 
Kenya. He tells a story which has 
òburned a hole in his heart,ó the 
story of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
The Masaii people respond with a 
heartfelt gift to help America 
healñ 14 cows.  
 

Faith , by M. Ajmera, M. Nakassis, 
& C. Ponñ all three of whom are 
active in The Global Fund For 
Children, a non-profit organization 
committed to advancing the dig-
nity of children and youth around 

the world. Through simple text 
and vivid photos from many differ-
ent countries and religions, the 
book tells of the many faiths 
around the world. 
 

The BeatitudesñFrom Slavery 
to Civil Rights , by Carole 
Weatherford with illustrations by 
Tim Ludwig. (A gift from Elaine 
Knight in honor of her mother on 
Mothersõ Day.)  With the Beati-
tudes as a background, the illustra-
tions trace the African-American 
journey from slavery to civil 
rights. 
 
 

Evelyn Harding has donated John 
3:16, a novel written by her niece. 
Five people look for a reason to 
keep living,  and find it in the last 
place they expectedñ at a football 
game.  
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July Birthdays  Happy Birthday! 

July 1 Bryan Fuller, Scott Joyce, 
Mark Lambert, Robert LaTurner, 
Jamie OõBrien, Austin Shoemaker, 
Troy Taylor, Ashley Zobrist 
  

 
July 2  Nichole Bair, Eric Howald, 
Shana Kagel, Sabrina Pilant 
  

 
July 3 Kelly Ferguson, Katherine 
Girard, Kelly Krischel, Joseph 
Lowrance, Patricia Rich, Robert St. 
John, Andrew Ziebarth 
 
July 4 Michael May, Jill Stone 
 
 

July 5 Lucy Elliot, Stephanie Geer, 
Andrew Kurdys, Mary Jane Lyman, 
Anna Morgan, Alan Phillips, Mitch 
Rinehart, Laura Stone, Abby Wil-
liams 
   
 

July 6 Caitlin Doherty, Harriet 
OõDaffer, Lois Young, Elizabeth 
Zimmerman 
  

 
July 7  Lauren Buhrmann, Debra 
Cavinder, Kayla Dolphin, Elizabeth 
Lusk, Christian Reynolds, Jacob 
Sherfey, Patricia Spencer, Jonathon 
Tyler, William White  
  

 
July 8 Derek Bolender, Marjorie 
Caisley, Vivian Carter, Anna Marie 
Chrisman, Samantha Morehead, 
Ross Muench, Suzann Reid 
 
  

July  9 Tim Carrasca, Jennifer Haw-
becker, Robin Helenthal, Patricia 
Hermon, Stephen Scott, Collin 
Shuck, Michael Stephens, Pat 
Terrill  

 
July 10 Yvette Evans, Deborah 
Huonker, Derek Kletz, Helen 
Metzger, Kim Schneider, Elizabeth 
Swanlund, Kathi Vandermeer 
  

 
July 11 Michelle Reeter, Barbara 
Stuart, Sarah Thomson 

July 12  Stacy Jenkins, Courtney 
Sperry, Jeffrey Trimble, David Wi-
ant 
  

 
July 13 Shawn Beaty, McLean 
Conklin, Jordan Evans, James 
Gordon, Brenna Martin, Rebecca 
Nunemaker, Laura Yockey   

 
July 14  Elizabeth Barford, Jane 
Bazzell, Daniel Freese, Lora Jarvis, 
Janel Schlickman, Jeremy Sheppel-
man, Lucas Sherfey, Nicholas 
Timme 
  

 
July 15 Ashley Bengston, Daniel 
Bixby, Kristen Buhrmann, Daniel 
Estabrook, Ann Fritz, Jean Mace-
sich, Michelle Triplett   
 
July 16 Theodore DeLong, Sara 
Hartzler, Deb Kaminski, Nancy 
Keith, Carl Luthy, Scott McCubbins, 
Jeremiah Pilant, Nicole Uphold, 
Hannah Williams    
 
July 17 Philip Klein, Diana 
McAllister, Randy Schaab, Scott 
Sherfey, Wesley Turner  

 
July 18 Allyson Caisley, Betty 
Holmes, Colin Poultney, Melinda 
Saathoff, Sandra Wardell 
  

 
July 19 Sydney Delin, Kelly Has-
sett, Steve Schulz 
  

 
July 20 Brent Baker, Lauren 
Bengtson, Jason Flamming, Mat-
thew Jones, Amy Plickebaum, Paul 
Randle, Kendall Smith, David 
Timmerman  

 
July 21 Drew Bolender, Elizabeth 
Irvin, Jenny Laudner, Gregory 
Newman, Elyse Schneider, Joann 
Steinberg, Judy Stone 

 
 
 

July 22 Gordon Emmerson, James 
Fairfield, Kevin Laudner, Amy Nel-
son 
 
  

July 23 Andrew Brown, Theresa 
Garrett, Logan Lareau, Alex Moore, 
Betty Stappenbeck, Nathan Svob, 
Jana Whitman  
 
July 24 Christina Adekoya, William 
Hammitt, Anthony Pegg, Alexis 
Triplett, Dorothy Underwood, Joy 
Waggoner   
 
July 25 Paul Bates, Scott Cheese-
man, Dorothy Claus, Sofia Harding, 
Colleen Kennedy, Bonnie Moser, 
Halie Townsend, Joseph Triplett 
  

 
July 26 Thomas Cadonic, Beverly 
Drillinger, Herb Stevens, Vicki 
Twellman, Nichole Weigel, Bryan 
Yacko 
 
 

July 27 Thomas Gerike, William 
Warden 

 
July 28 Christopher Cashen, Faye 
Clark, Matthew Liverman, Mary 
Ellen Reed 
  

 
July 29 Gary Boundy, Ryan Brit-
nell, Danny Brown, Christopher 
Burke, Jacob Jones, Lisa Long, 
Ethan Reisinger, Ethan Schlenker, 
Mathew St. John 
  

 
July 30 Brooks Bankord, John Cope, 
Russell Jenkins, Shelia Jones, 
Marlene Mawson, Robert Morgan, 
Abigail Naden, Triston Watkins 
 
July 31 Marissa Falcone, Nathan 
Manimtim, Vicky Morgan, Shirley 
Pascal, Corbitt Pitcock, Beth Robin-
son  
  

Happy Birthday! 
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July Sermon Series 
Our founder John Wesley, òbelieved that the living 
core of the Christian faith was revealed in scrip-
ture, illuminated by tradition, vivified in personal 
experience, and confirmed by reason.ó The Book of 
Discipline of the United Methodist Church, p. 77. 
 These four guidelines, scripture, tradition, ex-
perience, and reason, make up the Wesleyan Quad-
rilateral. We use these guidelines to fulfill our 
theological task. For the Sundays of July, we will 
look at these four guidelines and our theological 
task. 
 
July 3 & 4: We will look at tradition first. Because 
we have Holy Communion,  this is a good Sunday 
to look at traditions, such as how we do commun-
ion. 
 

July 10 & 11: We will dwell on scripture as the pri-
mary source and criterion for our doctrine.  
 
July 18 & 19: òWe follow Wesleyõs practice of exam-
ining experience, both individual and corporate, for 
confirmations of the realities of Godõs graceéó ibid p. 
81. Our personal experience of God is an important 
source for our beliefs.  
 
To accommodate the Attic Sale, both 11:00 am services 
(Contemporary & traditional) will use the sanctuary in a 
merged service. 
 
July 24 & 25: òWe also believe that any disciplined 
theological work calls for a careful use of reason.ó ibid 
p. 82. 

Let's have some fun together!  The Beef House Dinner Theater is presenting their summer performance, "A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum."  Two of the featured stars of the show are Nancy and 
Erick Henderson.  They are the daughter and grandson of Richard and Anna Marie Chrisman.  The Beef 
House is located just across the Illinois-Indiana border, exiting off Interstate 74.  We are hoping to fill the 
church bus to attend the August 1 matinee performance.  We will plan to leave from church as soon as the 
9:30 service concludes, and drive straight to the theater.   Dinner is served from noon until the play starts at 
2:00.   We will eat as soon as we get there, enjoy the play together, and then have the daylight ride home to 
critique the play.  The cost of the dinner and play are $35.00/person.  There will be a sign-up board at the 
Welcome Center.  We will need to order our tickets by July 18, so sign up soon.  Any questions, contact 
Anna Marie Chrisman or Kathy Gossard.  We hope you will be able to join us! 

Interest Groups will start up in 
July. Many of us have favorite 
past-times and hobbies. It should 
be no surprise that there is some-
one else at Normal First that 
shares your interest. Why not do 
these past-times with others from 
our church? 
 Letõs start with a running 
group, a walking group (my 
speed), a fishing group, a garden 
group, and a paddle sport (canoe 
and kayak) group.  
 Weõll start the Garden group 
by setting up a mission produce 

table. Bring produce to the table 
by the West (back) door. Bring 
your surplus, take what you need, 
leave a donation. All proceeds 
will split between local food 
needs and overseas hunger relief. 
We will have our first meeting 
on Saturday, July 10, at 10:00 
am in the lounge  to organize. 
Green thumbs needed to òspruceó 
up our grounds, as well.  
 The first Fishing event will 
be July 24 at Evergreen Lake, 
Comlara Park. Weõll start at 8:00 
am but you can come anytime 

that morning. Please call the of-
fice and let us know if you would 
mentor a young fishing buddy. If 
it rains we meet at the church at 
9:00 am for planning. 
 Please call the office at 452-
2096 to let us know of your in-
terest in each group so we can 
plan and make arrangements.  
 A healthy church works to-
gether, prays together, and plays 
together. Please watch for more 
times and dates.  

New Church Interest Groups 

 Fun August Social Event 



UMW Executive  
Committee Meeting  

Thurs., Aug. 5 at 4:30 p.m. 
Conference Room 
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UMW Meetings Times 
 

Sonrise Circle:  
1st and 3rd Wednesdays,  
6:30 a.m.at Dennyõs 

 

Hope Circle:  
2nd Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. 

 

Ruth Circle:  
3rd Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Vesper Circle:  
3rd Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Mercy Circle:  
3rd Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Faith Circle:  
4th Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 

ALL WOMEN ARE  
WELCOME!  

United Methodist Men  

 

UMM  is an active organization at First Church.  To get involved, contact  Greg Schneider.  
 

Breakfast Fellowship - Meets every other Thursday at 6 am at Bob Evanõs restaurant at the  
corner of Veteranõs Parkway and Vernon.   Come join us!   

 

Contact: Aaron Curtis or Greg Schneider. 

TABLE HELPERS  
for the Attic Sale    

  
BCPA - table pick up is Fri., July 

9 at 4:30 p.m.; tables will be 
brought back to church and 

unloaded - help is needed on both 
ends. 

Sunday - July 11 at Noon - table 
distribution to all rooms used in 
the sale plus Contemporary Stage 
tear down. 
  
Friday - July 23 at 3:30 - we 
load tables at church for a return 
to the BCPA by 4:30 (help is 
needed on both ends) 
 

If you received a call and need to 
ask a question or additional infor-
mation, please call  
Sue Miller at 662-7793 or Ralph 
Morgan at 452-3127 

 
Attic Sale - July 23,  
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

School of Christian Mission 
Weekend, July 30 -  August 1 

   Weekday, August 1-4 

News & Announcements 

News & Announcements 
Attic Sale Treats  

Sun., July 11ð Attic Sale Co-Chairs 
Mon., July 12ñ UMW Executive  
Committee 
Tues., July 13ñ Faith Circle 
Wed., July 14ñ Hope Circle 
Thurs., July 15ñ Mercy Circle 
Fri., July 16ñ Leftovers 
Mon., July 19ñ Ruth Circle 
Tues., July 20ñ Sonrise Circle 
Wed., July 21ñ Vesper Circle 
Thurs., July 22ñ UMW Executive 
Committee 
Fri., July 23 SALE DAYñ Left-
overs and anyone else. (If we have 
too much, it goes to Bake Sale) 
Treats should be brought to the 
church kitchen at 8:45 am. 
Thank you for helping make  
this a delicious event! 

Sonrise Circle 
Invites any UMW member to breakfast  
at Denny's Restaurant, North Normal 

Each attendee pays their own. 
Wed., Sept. 1 at 6:30 a.m. 

Please call Barb Hathway, 452-1456 
to respond "yes" to attending. 
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2010 UMW Attic Sale 

Friday, July 23 

9am to 3:30 pm 

 Itõs time to bring your dona-
tions of clean, gently used, and 
ready to sell items to Fellowship 
Hall from Monday, July 12 to 
Tuesday, July 20. It is helpful if 
similar items are bagged to-
gether and labeled by size and 
type of item. (Linens, womenõs 
clothing, etc.)  
 

 Items that cannot be accepted 
include: aerosol cans, baby cribs, 
bed pillows, mattresses, water 
beds, car seats, cosmetics, cur-
tains and rods, damaged or 
stained items, exercise equip-
ment, grooming items, manual 
typewriters, dated t-shirts, print-
ers, scanners, computer monitors 
and systems, and any item that is 

on the government recall list (list 
available at www. recall.gov). 
Please use common sense when 
donating an item. If we must dis-
card materials, our church pays a 
fee.  
 

 Volunteers will sort donations 
from Monday, July 12 through 
Wednesday, July 21. Sorting will 
be from 9:00-11:30 am and 1:00-
3:30 pm. Evening sort dates are 
Wednesday, July 14, Monday, 
July 19, Tuesday, July 20, and 
Wednesday, July 21. Evening 
sort times are 6:30ñ8:30 pm. 
July 22 will be for pricing and 
preparation. The Workersõ Pre-
Sale is by ticket only. Sale day 
will open at 9:00 am, half price 
sale will run from 1:15-2:15 pm, 
and clean sweep will be offered 
from 2:30-3:30 pm. The sale 
closes at 3:30 pm.  
 Childcare will be available for 

Tea Room and Bake Sale  

Friday, July 23 
  òItõs ooooooooh sooooo good!ó 
Thatõs what the Attic Sale baked 
good buyers say after they have 
tasted your delicious home baked 
goodies. We hope that we can 
again count on our volunteer 
bakers to come up with more of 
our buyersõ favorites. 
   

  Top sellers have been breads 
(sweet, savory, and yeast): break-
fast rolls, cookies (especially 
chocolate chip); fruit pies, non-
refrigerated pies; candies; angel 
food cake, cupcakes, and other 

all morning sort times, the two 
Wednesday evening sort times 
and all day on sale day. Please 
sign up at the Welcome Center 
as soon as possible.  
  

 Strong volunteers are needed 
at 4:30 pm on Friday, July 9th to 
distribute the tables to the sale 
rooms. Fresh workers will be 
needed from 3:30 ð 5:30 pm on 
sale day, Friday, July 23, to re-
turn the rented tables to the 
BCPA and to get the church 
ready for the weekend services. 
Also, help is needed at 9:30 am 
on Saturday, July 24 to load the 
leftover items on the Home 
Sweet Home Mission truck.  
Proceeds from the sale support 
the many missions of the United 
Methodist Women.  
Thanks for your help! 

cakes; brownies; other treats and 
anything made with rhubarb.  
 Please have your goodies at 
the church by Thursday, July 
22nd. 
  

 Items should be wrapped and 
ready for sale. Please label ingre-
dients such as sugar substitutes, 
nuts, peanut butter, and egg sub-
stitutes. Candies should be indi-
vidually wrapped. Cookies should 
be packaged 3-4 to a plastic bag. 
Rice Krispie treats should be 
packaged 2 to a plastic bag. 
Please label each loaf of bread 

(banana bread, zucchini bread, 
etc.). 
 

 The Tea Room will open at 
8:00 am for anyone wishing to 
purchase coffee and breakfast 
rolls. Lunch will be served from 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm or until sup-
plies run out. The lunch menu 
will include pork barbeque, hot 
dogs, chips, and beverages. 
Please tell your friends to come 
join us for this tasty treat. We 
want it to be another òsell-outó 
year!  Contact Shirley Irion, 
Trilby Sedgwick, or Pat Evans to 
volunteer or if you have ques-
tions.  
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Small Groups Be part of the exciting small 

group ministry at FUMC!   
For more information contact 
Shelly Zobrist at  451-0524 or 
smallgroup@normalfumc.org. 

 

Sunday 9:30 am 
Currently Full  

ISU Wesley Coffee House 
Facilitator: Shelly Zobrist 

 

Sundays 9:30 am 
Accepting New Members 

Location: Chapel 
Facilitator: Carla Painter 

 

Tuesdays 1:30 pm  
Accepting New Members 
Location: Conference Room 
Facilitator: Jan Kwasigroh     

 

Wednesday 6:45 am 
Church Lounge 
Menõs Bible Study 

1st Wednesday of the month 
Facilitator: Rev. John McIntosh 

 
 

 
Wednesdays 5:45 pm 

Currently Full  
Location: Chapel --Young Couples  

Facilitators: Jamie & Aaron  
Curtis 

Study: "God is closer than you thinkó 
by John Ortbergó  

 

Wednesdays 5:45 pm 
Accepting New Members 
Location: Conference Room 
Facilitator: Vivian Carter 

 

Wednesdays 7:00pm 
Currently on hiatus until Sept. 1  

Accepting New Members 
Location: Room 303 Upstairs 

Facilitators: Nathan Hawkins & 
Brent Anderson 

 

Wednesdays 6:00 pm 
Currently Full  

Location: The Swanlundõs Home 
Spiritual Joyseekers 

Facilitator: Bev & Don Swanlund 
 
 

 

Wednesdays 7:00 pm 
Accepting New Members 
Facilitator: Melissa Plank 

 

Fridays  9:00 am 
Currently Full  

Location: Youth Lounge 
Women ð childcare provided 

Study: Max Lucado òTraveling Lightó  
Facilitator: Julie Cunningham 

 

Fridays 9:00 am 
Accepting New Members 

Women ð childcare provided 
Location: Parenthood Classroom 

Facilitator: Sally Hawkins 
 

Fridays 9:30 am 
Accepting New Women Members 

 Study: òIf You Want to Walk 
 on Wateró  

Location & Facilitator: Ellen Bourneõs 
house. For more information please 

call Ellen 309-662-1426 . 

Out of Justice Emerges 

Peace: It Is About  

Us and Them 
(Do You Want to Cast Your 

Vote on a Sound Bite?)  
 

On four Sunday evenings beginning 
September 19 and concluding on Oc-
tober 10, the Church and Society 
Commission will be hosting a discus-
sion on 4 topics vital to making wise, 
informed decisions in the November 
election. Each session will begin at 
7:00 pm and conclude by 8:30 pm. 
 
The four topics will be: 
 

À The Environment (global warm-
ing, energy resources, and new 
technologies) 

À Immigration  (What are the demo-
graphics now as compared to 20 
years ago? How do we prepare for 

A Note from the  

Outreach Committee 
 

Have you ever wondered how 
God changes each one of us?  He 
invited us into a church commu-
nity to pray, worship, praise, 
serve, and study his word.   
God invited us for several rea-
sons: 
People need to know that God 
loves them.   
People need to know that they 
are not alone. 
People need to know how to offer 
and receive forgiveness. 
People need to know that life is 
blessed by giving of oneself.   
Invite someone you know to 
church.  You have the power to 
change a person's life by sharing 
our church with another. 

the next 10 years? What are some 
responsible solutions to the vari-
ous issues involved with immigra-
tion?) 

À The Economy (How do wealth 
and poverty responsibly relate to 
one another? What is necessary to 
resolve the dire economic circum-
stances of our state and federal 
governments? 

À Positions of the United Meth-
odist Church Relative to these 
three issues (References: The 
Book of Discipline and The Book 
of Resolutions) 

 
J o h n  F r e e s e  a n d  H o w a r d 
Daughenbaugh will be the coordina-
tors of this event and will conduct 
session 4. Guest resource persons will 
lead the discussion on the other top-
ics. More information will be available 
at a later date.  
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For more information on Christian Education, contact Melissa Plank at 452-2096 or education@normalfirst.org. 

Education Ministries 
                  Vacation Bible School 

We had a great week at Vacation Bible School June 7-11.  The kids had so much fun learning about Creation, 
Elijah, the woman at the well, Jesus healing the blind man, and the two disciples walking to Emmaus.  We 
blasted off each night with our òspaceshipó in Fellowship Hall as we sang songs and talked about our mission 
project each night.  We raised money for wells to provide clean water for children all over the world.  We 
wrapped up the week with an ice cream social with our families.  What a fun week! 

Everyone enjoyed some  
galactic blast music & dancing! 

Game-time was awesome especially 
when we got to lie on the floor! 

Posing during a dancing break! A youth played the role of Elijah and 
shared his story from the Bible.  

Our Youth were incredible helpers and 
loved to get in on the fun! 

Our cadets enjoyed decorating 
cupcakes during snack time! 

Our cadets loved to help with our 
UMCOR Well  Project by        

donating to the cause everyday! 

Our games helped the cadets learn 
about the importance of clean water! 

Our cadets loved to laugh at Gorilla!  
Always trying to find more bananas!  


