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Making Disciples for Jesus Christ Who Make a Difference 

From John, 
 Is being a Christian easy or difficult? 
It seems like there are passages that con-
firm both in the Gospels.  
 òCome to me, all you that are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light.ó (Matthew 11: 28
ð 30 NRSV) 
 There are several passages with clear 
messages of the cost of discipleship. In 
just the previous chapter of Matthew (10: 
38-39), ò...whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
Those who find their life will lose it and 
those who lose their life for my sake will 
find it.ó  
 Most of us experience that following 
Jesus Christ is both easy and hard. Some-
times we make it harder than it needs to 
be.  Sometimes it is the context and cul-
ture we find ourselves in that makes it 
easy or difficult. Being a person of integ-
rity, which  our faith calls us to, can be 
costly. Being a healthy person, and our 
faith is meant to make us healthy and 
whole, in a dysfunctional setting can be 
very challenging. Think of families or 
work places or institutions. Remember 
how whistleblowers are treated.  
 Even today, in places where Christi-
anity is a minority religion, our Christian 
brothers and sisters are persecuted and 
martyred. Conversely, in a predominately 
Christian culture, we enjoy freedom, rein-
forcement and encouragement in our 
Christian discipleship.  
 It is also true that it is hard to hear 
the words of Jesus Christ calling for sac-
rifice and a commitment to the down-
trodden, when we live in a consumption 
driven culture. Let us not get caught en-
vying the few who have more, when so 

many have less and are even destitute.   
 There is an advantage to being in a 
church. Here is the context that calls us 
to integrity, to health and wholeness, 
and to commitment. It is also the con-
text that makes the yoke lighter. Faith 
is easier with the support of a faith 
community. 
 When we join our gifts and service 
together we can have a significant and 
gratifying impact on individual lives, 
our community and our world. When 
we share in our searching and growing 
in faith, when we treat each other with 
respect and see the value in each per-
sons quest for a vital faith, we find our 
own faith vital and strong. To me the 
Christian life has a natural ease to it. 
The life of faith strikes a chord deep 
with in us that tells us we are in tune 
with God and the life God intends for 
us. While this seems comfortable to our 
soul and clearly in Matthew, Jesus in-
tends for those who follow him to find 
comfort in faith, this is not an endorse-
ment for a life of comfort while others 
suffer.  
 In this imperfect world, during this 
imperfect life with imperfect people 
(ourselves included) discipleship can be 
costly. It can be hard.  
 Is being a Christian easy or diffi-
cult? Yes. Sometimes it is we who make 
it one way or another. Sometimes it is 
the context, culture or country where 
people are trying to be faithful. In the 
long run to stand for our faith, to be 
committed to Jesus Christ is easier than 
a life of regrets, or grudges, or guilt.  
 Let us be a source of comfort and 
encouragement for each other. When 
our lives as Christians have an ease, 
letõs enjoy it and be grateful.  When life 
is difficult, when discipleship is costly, 
let us find in each other loving friends.  
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First Connection is a monthly publi-
cation of  First United Methodist Church 
of Normal.  Editorð Sarah Mohl.  secre-
tary@normalfirst.org.  All submissions 
subject to editing.  Submission Deadline:   
9 am, 2nd Sunday of each month.  Publica-

tion Date : 3rd Sunday of each month.ƴ 



Worship Times 
 

5:00 pm Saturday Worship Service is in the 
Sanctuary 

 

9:30 am  Traditional Worship Service is in 
the Sanctuary 

9:30 am  Children's Sunday School 
            Adult Classes and Small Groups 

 

11:00 am Contemporary Worship is in  
Fellowship Hall 

 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service is in 
the Sanctuary     
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To Our Visitors 

Welcome to First United Meth-
odist Church of Normal.  We are 
grateful that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and invite you 
to visit the Welcome Center in 
the Narthex or our website: 
www.normalfirst.org to learn 
more about the opportunities for 
worship, study, fellowship and 
service available through our 
ministries.  

Joining the Church 

 If you are considering mem-
bership at First Church, you are 
invited to attend an Orientation 
Class. The class is designated for 
First Church new members who 
would like additional information 
about the church. 
 If you would like to register 
for the class or have any ques-
tions, contact the church office  

Attendance and Financial Report 

Welcome to The First United Methodist Church of Normal 

Date Attendance 

 

June 5 & 6 
 

401 

 

June  12 & 13 
 

496 

 

June 19 & 20 
 

411 

 

June 26 & 27 
 

356 

 
General  

Fund 
 

June Monthly  YTD 

Income $67,131.03 $438,603.90 

Expenses $67,747.81 $423,398.83 

 

You Gottaõ Eat!  Why not 
help Home Sweet Home 

Ministries at the same time? 
Bob Evans Restaurant will generously 
give 15% of their August Friday sales to 
Home Sweet Home Ministries.  The 
tricky thing is you need to give them the 
appropriately dated flyer with you when 
you dine.  Flyers are available in the 
Welcome Center! 

Jubilee Bells 
will begin their 

fall rehearsals on 
Wed., Aug. 18 at 

6 p.m.  

During the First and Sec-
ond Quarters of 2010, me-
morial gift contributions 

were received in memory or 
honor of the following: 
À Stella Vold 
À Vaudrene Cade 

À The Good Samaritan 
Fund 

À Donald Presley 
À Blanche Young 

À Elsie L. Bryan 
À Gavin Coffman 

This note comes to say, thank 
you, thank you and thank you 
a hundred times over for the 
monetary "Love Gift," 
lunches, and beautiful cards 
which I received from you my 
church family.  Your generos-
ity as a church family is greatly 
a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d 
please know your gift will be 
used wisely.  Let me say it 
again, God bless each of you 
and "Thank you all" for your 
many acts of kindness. 
  
Pastor Flo 
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New in Your Church Library  
Church & State,  a periodical pub-
lished by Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, a 
nonprofit educational corporation 
dedicated to preserving the constitu-
tional principle of church-state sepa-
ration.  (A gift from Ralph Dude) 
 

WebMD, the magazine youõve 
found in most doctorsõ  offices.  Itõs 
filled with many suggestions for a 
healthy lifestyle. 
 

The Renewed Mind: Becoming 
the Person God Wants You to Be 
by Larry Christensen.   A series of 
images and parables that have to do 
with Christian life and growth.   ( A 
gift from Olga Young) 
 

Illinois Domestic Violence Act 
and Other Significant Laws Af-
fecting Domestic Violence pub-

lished by the Illinois Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, Legal 
Institute. 
 

Just Peacemaking, Ten Practices 
for Abolishing War  edited by Glen 
Stassen.  From the Introduction: òWe 
now have three kinds of ethical the-
ory to deal with regarding the threat 
of war: pacifism, just war theory, and 
just peacemaking theory é An ethic 
of peace and war that still operates 
with only pacifism and just war the-
ory is outdated.ó 
 

Peaceful Parents, Peaceful Kids, 
Practical Ways to Create a Calm 
and Happy Home by Naomi Drew.  
Includes concrete solutions, hands-on 
examples and testimonials from real-
life mothers and fathers. 
 

The hymn, All Things Bright and 
Beautiful ,  with bright and rich wa-
tercolors by Anna Vojtech.    (My fa-
vorite page ð   The brilliant red cardi-
nal [life-size!] and the little hum-
mingbird, illustrating the line, òHe 
made their glowing colors, He made 
their tiny wingsó) 
 

Thank you, God, For Everything  
by August Gold. Daisy looks at eve-
rything around her and realizes she is 
thankful for many things. 
 

Sit-In, How Four Friends Stood Up 

by Sitting Down  by Andrea & Brian 

Pinkney. Four young black students 

defy the òWhites Onlyó culture by 

sitting down at a Woolworthõs lunch 

counter on  February 1, 1960.  

Crossword 
Created by Sam Yost 

New King James Version 
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August Birthdays  Happy Birthday! 
August 1 Stephen Duncan, Brian 
Gerike, John Manganaro, William 
Miller  
  

August 2  Chris Clark, Bryant Jack-
son, Betty Presley, William Yarger 
  

August 3 Janet Couillard, Kathryn 
Gossard, Brian Wills 
 

August 4 Alaska Andre, Andrea 
Bortell, Molly Burke, Vickie Nelson, 
Joel Sasser 
 

August 5 Guy Fritz, Brian Leggett, 
Ashlin Reardon 
   

August 6 Gregory Stephens  
 

August 7 Richard Berlin, Jeremy 
Cunningham, Justin Erixon, Bradley 
Nelson, Deb Yost 

 

August 8 Dorothy Forbes 
  

August 9 Elizabeth Linneman, 
Diane McNabb, Jill Schaab, Gary 
Young 

 

August 10 Avery Bowles, Everett 
Bowles, Brett Hassett, Marilyn 
Ogan 

 
 
 
 

August 11 Jack Cardwell, Douglas 
DeLong, Rory Hallam, Teri Liston, 
Todd Sweeney, Jonathan Woodruff 
 

August 12 Mary Ditchen, Carol 
Knarr, Joan Leggett 
 

August 13 Teri Kraft 
 

August 14  Kimberly Behrens, P. 
Kay Bowen, Ronald Kimberlin, Ra-
chel Lefler, Cynthia Raddenbach, 
Lisa Sleevar, Sam Yost 
  

August 15 George Carter, Marga-
ret Easter, Sabrina Erixon 
 

August 16 Curtis Broughton, Ruth 
Parsons, Marjorie Watkins 
 

August 17 Dennis Farmer, Lowell 
Olson, Bradley Schulz, Rachel 
Thompson 
 

August 18 Lisa Bowden, Amy 
Conklin, Rick Fields, Brian Rolfs, 
Karen Rousey, Daria Saathoff, 
David Wagner  
 

August 19 Savannah Hemmer, 
Doris Hulett, Lisa Waight, Teresa 
Wayland 
  

August 20 McKenna Carrasca, 
Murphy Sweeney  

August 21 Jamie Curtis, Matthew 
Falcone, Lois Zimmerman 

  

August 23 Bennett Caisley 
 

August 24 Jacob Armstrong, Tom 
Benson, Mary Bromley, Jessica Bull, 
Grant Guttschow, Kian Kaaihue, 
Benjamin Reynolds 

  
August 25 Janice Berlin, Gene Lar-
son 

 

August 26 Cody Cheeseman, Scott 
Huonker, Lei Ann McDonald, 
Debra Mizer, Sarah Poultney 
  
 

August 27 Robyn Cashen, Mikayla 
Fairfield, Helen Stansell 

 

August 28 Russ Haas, Georgean 
Henrichs, Donald McGillivray, De-
nise Myatt, Annilee Rohrscheib  

 

August 29 Judith Barling, Lois 
Blake, Erica Rankin, Lloyd Watkins 
  
 

August 30 Chris Andre, Adele 
Krones, Richard Primm, Ronald 
Shirk 
 

August 31 Phyllis Kingdon, Nicholas 

Kraft, Patsy Sherrard 

  

Happy Birthday! 

Mission Commission News 
 

The Mission Commission is planning a field trip for the members of the commission to four of the local agen-
cies we support.  We will be visiting Recycling Furniture for Families, Center for Hope,  Home Sweet Home, 
and Safe Harbor.  It will provide us with first hand knowledge of the work they do and how our church con-
tributes to their programming. 
 
The commission will also be providing dinner for the clients at Safe Harbor on Tuesday, August 17th.  We 
have done this for several years, and it is worthwhile for commission members as well as the people we serve. 
 
Be watching the weekly bulletins for information concerning Laurieõs report on her experiences in Liberia.  
We donõt have anything set up yet. It will depend on Laurie and her schedule.  Also, Fairview School is part 
of our local outreach mission.  I know the volunteer program will be needing people and we will be collecting 
school supplies.  So keep watching for news as it becomes available! 
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A Note from Associate Pastor Denny Hutchison 

Taking Credit When 

Credit is Due 
 

 I have recently begun reading 
the book The Worst Hard Time 
by Timothy Egan. In the book, 
Egan tells the story of six fami-
lies who weather the treacherous 
time period of the Dust Bowl in 
the Great Plains region. Egan is 
able to tell these stories in great 
detail by interviewing surviving 
members of these six families, 
each of whom are well beyond 80 
years old at the time the book 
was written in 2006. The book 
itself is well-written and capti-
vating. The time period offers 
many lessons to those of us liv-
ing today. There are lessons in 
how to pull through hard times, 
lessons in how to (or how not to) 
build and operate settlements in 
frontier regions, and lessons in 
agriculture to name a few. But 
the lesson that really caught my 
attention as I read through the 
detailed accounts is the way we 
as humans are so inclined to look 
everywhere else we can for the 
object of blame before looking to 
ourselves. 
 

 This thought began to roll 

around in my brain as I read that 
it was common for people to read 
and quote the Book of Revelation 
during the time of the great dust 
storms. Certainly, it is under-
standable for people to put such a 
massive natural disaster into bib-
lical terms of apocalyptic behav-
ior. The pictures and accounts 
from the Dust Bowl can seem to 
line up with passage from Reve-
lation and some of the prophets 
from the Hebrew Scriptures. At 
the same time, it begins to point 
at that human tendency to look 
elsewhere for blame, and God is 
always a good target. Perhaps 
this talk of the end times and 
Godõs destruction could be 
brushed aside as innocent enough 
if it were the only piece of evi-
dence, but it is not. 
 

 The case is made stronger 
when scientific evidence begins 
to be presented to the people of 
the Great Plains that grazing and 
plowing techniques of the past 
set the region up for the horrific 
dust storms that claimed so many 
lives, and wrecked so many oth-
ers. In classic human fashion, the 
people of the region reject this as 
nonsense and continue in their 

old ways for quite some time af-
terward. Some probably carried 
their opinions with them to the 
grave; however, the fact re-
mained that what happened was 
not the work of the judgmental 
hand of God, but rather the irre-
sponsible hand of humanity. 
 

 As with all lessons from his-
tory, let us not look back on it as 
mere words on a page about what 
happened to some old people in a 
time and land long ago and far 
away. Instead, take the lessons to 
heart and apply them to life to-
day. I know I can include myself 
among those who have been will-
ing to look everywhere else for 
blame before finally conceding 
my own guilt, if I ever do, but 
from this history lesson I am be-
coming more aware of that ten-
dency in me. I hope that you will 
join me in thinking about those 
times when we are so ready to 
put the blame on God or others 
when the credit actually belongs 
to us, and that you will join me in 
taking that credit when it is in 
fact ours to take. 

First Garden Club is  

hosting a òProduce for  
Mission Table.ó  

 
 If you have surplus produce 
to share, bring it to the table 
by the backdoor. Leave what 
you can, take what you want, 
leave the donation you please. 
Any monetary gifts will go to 
hunger relief locally and over-
seas through our Missions 
Committee.  

 We are also sponsoring a 
garden meal potluck for Au-
gust 11 at 6:00 pm in the 
Lounge. A main dish will be 
provided, bring a garden pro-
duce dish to share. There are 
òtwo things in life money canõt 
buyñ true love and home-
grown tomatoes.ó (Guy Clark) 



Church Member News 

UMW Executive  
Committee Meeting  

Thurs., Aug. 5 at 4:30 p.m. 
Conference Room 
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UMW Meetings Times 
 

Sonrise Circle:  
1st and 3rd Wednesdays,  
6:30 a.m.at Dennyõs 

 

Hope Circle:  
2nd Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. 

 

Ruth Circle:  
3rd Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Vesper Circle:  
3rd Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Mercy Circle:  
3rd Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Faith Circle:  
4th Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 

ALL WOMEN ARE  
WELCOME!  

United Methodist Men  

 

UMM  is an active organization at First Church.  To get involved, contact the church office at 452-2096. 
 

Breakfast Fellowship - Meets every other Thursday at 6 am at Bob Evanõs restaurant at the  
corner of Veteranõs Parkway and Vernon.   Come join us!   

 

Contact: Aaron Curtis or Greg Schneider. 

News & Announcements 
UMW ladies, mark your calendars 
for these upcoming UMW events: 

 

September 1, 6:30 am  Join Son-
rise Circle for breakfast at Denny's 

on North Main Street, Laurie 
Fuller will be our speaker 

 

September 21, 6:00 pm  Join Ves-
per Circle for a salad supper and a 
program:  Let's Get Together as 

We Study Immigration 
 

October 6, 8:30 am  Join all of 
the UMW ladies for a Spiritual 

Growth Retreat at FUMC 

To my many friends at Normal First United  

Methodist Church: 
  

    My heartfelt and sincerest appreciation is sent to 
each of you for your wonderful cards and gifts on my 
retirement. I have been sharing your beautiful com-
ments with my son and daughter-in-law who are here 
from Arizona,  They are looking for a home to rent 
until they can find just the right location for their 
permanent home. 
     I would not take anything in the world for the 
wonderful relationship we had during my years as 
parish nurse. I pray God's richest blessings on you 
and those dear to you.  Amen and Amen! 
                                                               Lynn Westcot 

We Celebrate the Recent Baptisms of: 
À Ethan & Sophia Harding 

À Jacob & Rachel Davis 
À Undarmaa Uphoff 

À Drew Flammang 
À Keith & Hazel Adams 

 

Welcome to our New Members: 
À Brian and Megan Davis 
À Patsy Dickey-Olson 

À Sarah Hosken & Dylan Scott 
À Adam & Undarmaa Uphoff 

À Keith & Jill Adams 

À Sam & Deb Yost 
 

Condolences to: 
À Linda Hermon on the passing of her father  
À   Pat Dickey-Olson on the passing of her 

husband  
 

Normal-First  First Connection  August 2010                                                                                                                                                              9 

Taken from òMethodists and 
Controversyó by  

Rev. Buzz Stephens as  
appeared in  

Faith In Action, 
 June 22, 2010 

 

òSome of you might be inter-

ested in knowing something 
about the founder of the Method-
ist movement. Iõve learned bits 
and pieces of John Wesleyõs 
gutsy efforts to deal with social 
justice matters in his day but Iõd 
never quite put them all together.  
Wesley stood up for oppressed 
children forced to work 12-hour 
days and miners who labored un-
der horrific, dehumanizing union
-less conditions in the 18th cen-
tury. He is credited in history 
books for having helped to avert 
a nationwide rebellion through 
his courageous endeavors.  
The noted maverick took on the 
issue of rampant drunkenness in 

Notes from Church & Society 
London and he may have been 
hated and reviled over that cause 
more than others. Ale went for a 
penny a pint, a good price for the 
destitute, but a horrendous cost 
to their lives and families.  
Wesley advocated against the 
appalling conditions of the prison 
system that were acceptable in 
the eyes of the general public.  
The passionate leader put 
200,000 miles on his horses 
throughout the British Isles and 
later expanded his ministries to 
America. Not many founders of 
religious movements made their 
presence and ideas known like 
Wesley on such a cosmic scale. 
Heõs still featured in the Guin-
ness Book of World Records for 
the horseback mileage he covered 
in his day.  
Bill Moyers, a Baptist no less, 
ended a commencement address 
three years ago at Southern 
Methodist University on the sub-
ject of Methodism by proclaim-
ing the following:  

No institution has done more to 
shape Americaõs moral imagina-
tion. If America is going to be 
fixed, I believe someone with this 
[Methodist] DNA will be 
needed to do it. Itõs possible. 
We shouldnõt have to have a Bap-
tist remind us of that. We Meth-
odists donõt get known for that 
kind of ministry when we remain 
localized or even regionalized 
faith communities. Dr. Moyers 
might have been admitting that 
Baptists canõt fix a country like 
Methodists can. ò 
To learn more about the 
stance of the United Methodist 
Church on current issues that 
affect todayõs world, plan to 
attend the fall study òOut of 
Justice Emerges Peace:  It Is 
About Us and Them (Do You 
Want to Cast Your Vote on a 
Sound Bite?)ó  See more about 
this class on the Church & So-
ciety page of the FUMC web-
site. 

Normal First Welcomes Students back to  
Illinois State University  

 

On August 24-25, our church will host the 3rd Annual 
Food Fest.  It is a free lunch - get acquainted time for 
the many students who walk by our church going to 
and from classes.  The Outreach Team and Wesley 
Foundation will grill and serve hot dogs with all the 
trimmings to all students who stop by between 10:45 
and 1:15 on those dates.  This is an opportunity we 
have to introduce students to the ministries offered by 
our church and the Wesley Foundation.  If you would 
like to help by offering your hand in fellowship to some 
of our young university neighbors, contact Steve Gos-
sard at skgossard@aol.com, or call 662-5745 and leave 
a message.  
 

"Come and see."  John 1:39 
 

Jesus uses this simple message.  You don't need to 
know all the answers to questions of faith to invite 
someone to church.  In casual conversations, let oth-
ers know how much joy you felt from participating in 
your small group, singing in the choir, or listening to 
your children share their Sunday School lesson.  Let 
others know the satisfaction you feel from working 
on a Habitat project, collecting and delivering food to 
Center for Hope food pantry, or teaching Vacation 
Bible School.  Let others know the comfort you felt 
from our ministers, your small group, and church 
prayer chain when you faced difficulty or grief.  Pray 
for the wisdom of right timing and thoughtful words 
to just simply say to others, "Come and see." 

News from the Outreach Committee 

mailto:skgossard@aol.com,
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Small Groups Be part of the exciting small 

group ministry at FUMC!   
For more information contact 
Shelly Zobrist at  451-0524 or 
smallgroup@normalfumc.org. 

 

Sunday 9:30 am 
Currently Full  

ISU Wesley Coffee House 
Facilitator: Shelly Zobrist 

 

Sundays 9:30 am 
Accepting New Members 

Location: Chapel 
Facilitator: Carla Painter 

 

Tuesdays 1:30 pm  
Accepting New Members 
Location: Conference Room 
Facilitator: Jan Kwasigroh     

 

Wednesday 6:45 am 
Church Lounge 
Menõs Bible Study 

1st Wednesday of the month 
Facilitator: Rev. John McIntosh 

Wednesdays 5:45 pm 
Currently Full  

Location: Chapel --Young Couples  
Facilitators: Jamie & Aaron  

Curtis 
Study: "God is closer than you thinkó 

by John Ortbergó  
 

Wednesdays 5:45 pm 
Accepting New Members 
Location: Conference Room 
Facilitator: Vivian Carter 

 

Wednesdays 7:00pm 
Currently on hiatus until Sept. 1  

Accepting New Members 
Location: Room 303 Upstairs 

Facilitators: Nathan Hawkins & 
Brent Anderson 

 

Wednesdays 6:00 pm 
Currently Full  

Location: The Swanlundõs Home 
Spiritual Joyseekers 

Facilitator: Bev & Don Swanlund 
 
 

Wednesdays 7:00 pm 
Accepting New Members 
Facilitator: Melissa Plank 

 

Fridays  9:00 am 
Currently Full  

Location: Youth Lounge 
Women ð childcare provided 

Study: Rich in the Things that Count 
the Most" ó  

Facilitator: Julie Cunningham 
 

Fridays 9:00 am 
Accepting New Members 

Women ð childcare provided 
Location: Parenthood Classroom 

Facilitator: Sally Hawkins 
 

Fridays 9:30 am 
Accepting New Women Members 

 Study: òIf You Want to Walk 
 on Wateró  

Location & Facilitator: Ellen Bourneõs 
house. For more information please 

call Ellen 309-662-1426 . 

August Sermon Series 
T he August Sermon Series ad-

dresses childrenõs questions about 
God. Sometimes they are cure, curi-
ous, or funny. Sometimes they repre-
sent adult questions and very real 
theological searching. Some of these 
come from our church children and 
some from the book Childrenõs Let-
ters to God, compiled by Stuart 
Hample and Eric Marshall. 
 

July 31 & August 1: òIs it true my 
father wonõt get into heaven if he 
uses his bowling words in the 
house?ó We count on Godõs grace. 
We look at the need to grow in our 
Christian life and offer examples to 
others, particularly children. There 
is an internal, personal loss when we 
profane the sacred.  Holy Commun-
ion will be served in this service. 
Pastor Denny will preach in the 
Sanctuary services, Rev. McIntosh 

will preach in the Contemporary 
Service. Letõs look at Paulõs encour-
agement from Romans 5: 1-11 and 
7: 17-25.  
 

August 7 & 8: The Youth will lead 
the 9:30 & 11:00 am services on 
Sunday in the Sanctuary sharing 
about the Choir Tour and Mission 
Trips. Rev. McIntosh will be in Sat-
urday 5:00 pm service and the Con-
temporary service. 
 

August 14 & 15: òWhat about dino-
saurs? Were they in the Bible?ó  
Many children are fascinated by 
prehistoric life. How do we ac-
knowledge archeology and read the 
Bible? Genesis 1: 20ñ31 is one text 
we use. Rev. McIntosh preaches in 
the Sunday Sanctuary services.   
Pastor Denny preaches Saturday 
evening and Contemporary Service 
on Sunday.  
 

August 21 & 22: òWhy is Sunday 
School on Sunday? I thought it was 
supposed to be a day of rest.ó This is 
our Move Up Sunday to kick off the 
new school year and fall Sunday 
School. Third graders will receive 
their Bibles. Why do we put so 
much effort into Sundays at church? 
Exodus 20: 1-12 has the Command-
ment on the Sabbath. 
 

August 28 & 29: òDid you really 
mean to do unto others as they do 
unto you, because if you did then Iõm 
going to fix my brother?ó We turn 
to the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5:21-26, 38-48) for Jesusõ 
teachings on the sometimes chal-
lenging task of forgiveness and rec-
onciliation.  
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Education Ministries 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
Wonderful Wednesdays start up on Sep-

tember 1st.  Our Cherub group is for 
children in Kindergarten through 2nd 

grade and our Wesley group is for chil-
dren in 3rd grade through 5th.  Our theme 
this fall is òDigging into the Bible.ó Dur-

ing fellowship time, we explore different stories from the 
Bible, learn to use our Bibles, and enjoy snacks, games, and 

crafts.  It is a great time to invite a friend.  Children are 
welcome to join at any time. Our schedule for this year is: 
À 5:30-6:00 Cherub (grades K-2) Choir; Wesley (grades 3

-5) Fellowship 
À 6:00-6:40 Cherub Fellowship; Wesley Choir 

À 6:40-7:00 Childrenõs Chimes (grades K-5) 

Sunday School Move-Up Day 
Sunday, August 22nd will be òSunday 

School Move-Up Day.ó  Children 
should òmove-upó to the Sunday 

School class that matches their grade 
in school or their age on September 1, 

2010.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Melissa Plank, Director 

of Christian Education 452-2096 or 

education@normalfirst.org. 

Bibles to 3rd Graders 
We will be presenting Bibles to the members of our 
3rd grade class on Sunday, August 22nd during our 
9:30 service.  If you have a child in the 3rd grade 

Sunday School class, you should be receiving a letter 
with more information.  If your child is in third 

grade and does not receive a letter by early August, 
please contact Melissa Plank, Director of Christian 
Education 452-2096 or education@normalfirst.org. 
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