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staff & inforrmation

Contact Information

211 North School Street
Normal, lllinois 61761

Secretary phone: 309452-2096
Sarah Mohl fax:  309452-1327

Secretary@normalfirst.org www.normalfirst.org

Business Administrator
Leta Buhrmann
business@normalfirst.org

Directing Pastor
Rev. John Mcintosh
jkmcintosh@normalfirst.org

Associate Pastor
Rev. Florene Scott
fscott@normalfirst.org

_ Librarian Office Hours
Parish Nurse Cathie Knight Monday & Friday
Lynn Westcot, Registered Nurse library@normalfirst.org 8:30amd 4:30pm

nurse@normalfirst.org
Organist
Faye Bartley

Worship Schedule
Traditional Service d Sanctuary
Saturday-5 pm - Casual
Sunday9:30 am & 11:00 am

Director of Christian Education
Melissa Plank
education@normalfirst.org Contemporary Music Coordinator
Rebecca Johnson

Director of Music rdjvoice@yahoo.com

Janna Peterson
music@normalfirst.org

Contemporary Service

Small Groups Ministry Coordinator ~ Fellowship Hall - Sunday11:00 am

Shelly Zobrist

smallgroup@normalfirst.org Sunday Schooli ages 6100+

Director of Youth Ministries Sunday-9:30 am
Mallory Moore

youth@normalfirst.org Communion

1st Sunday of the month

Director of Buildings & Grounds childcare available at all services

Mike Sweeney
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First United Methodist Church of Normal
Making Disciples for Jesus Christ Who Make a Difference

From John,

Our identity as Christians obvi- needs the true Spirit of Christianity.
ously is with the name of Christ. As mentioned earlier, we have the
Implied, and | fear sometimes for-greatest source and inspiration in
gotten, is theRisenChrist. Oncetheour Lor dds resurr
identity was as Easter people, all What is more cynical or des-
year. (For some of our members thiperate than the crucifixion of our
will be easy to remember.) beloved Jesus, the true Son of God.

Let us spend some time andJp to Easter morning, the events of
thought with the identity as follow- J e s us &
ers of the Risen Christ, as Eastestory. (If | did not already know the
people. With this is a loyalty andending of his story | could not read
commitment to Jesus Christ, toit.) Betrayal, desertion, absence of
clearly be following Jesus. It meangommitment, fear of the authorities,
a priority of time, energy, and re-abandonment, injustice, perverse
sources. This echoes the Greateshockery, torture, and a most excru-
Commandment. ciating method of execution. How

When we embrace our identity ascan it get worse? Was ever human-
Easter people, there is an attitudéty more in peril?
and frame of reference that come No one, no circumstance, no
with it. There is an optimism andmo ment i s beyond
confidence about life in the presenceapacity for redemption. No power
of a Resurrecting God. i's greater than

For any organization, commu-not seek revenge, or even whaf
nity, or church to thrive optimism would have been just. This is stun-
and confidence is important. Wening. To respond to the crucifixion
have the greatest source and inspof Jesus with the empty tomb, resur-
ration, Easter. We are not unrealistection, the promise of eternal life.
tic, naive or pollyanndike. Thereis No power i s great
a buoyancy and durability in ournot any motive or spirit.
faith that should be made realforus Can t hi s speak
and in us. circumstances? Can this pervade our

To embrace this frame of ref-whole experience, so we live with
erence and identity is to be countebuoyancy and durability? Can we beg
fatalism, cynicism, and hypercriti-Easter people?
cism; that is counter to many of the Our world needs this. Our loved

rary culture. Cynicism is poison to athis, and we need to be true to the)
community, to an organization, andessence of our faith.

in our culture. Churches are not im- May the message of Easter,
mune to this. Let us be both watchwhat it says about our God and our
ful and committed to the spirit of identity, find us each day.

Easter. Our too cynical culture
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Welcome to The First United Methodist Church of Normal

Worship Times

To Our Visitors Joining the Church

5:00 pmSaturday Worship Service is in the
Welcome to First United Meth- Sanctuary If you are considering mem-

odist Church of Normal. We areg.30 amTraditional Worship Service is ership at First Church, you are
grateful that you have chosen to the Sanctuary invited to attend an Orientation
worship with us, and invite you  g.3n3 gmchildren's Sunday School Class. The class is designated for
to visit the Welcome Center in Adult Classes and Small Grougdrst Church new members who

the Narthex or our website: would like additional information
www.normalfirst.org to learn 11:00 an€Contemporary Worship is in Felhout the church.

more about the opportunities for lowship Hall If you would like to register

worship, study, fellowship and, ;.4 o raditional Worship Service isfff the class or have any ques-

service available through - our tions, contact the church office
ministries. the Sanctuary

Attendance and Financial Report

Date Attendance
Bronze plaquesfor the following
February 6 & 7 511 deceased members of First United
Methodist Church of Normal have
February 13 & 14 468 been placed on th&ndowment
Board in the old Narthex:
A Mildred and Haze Smith
February 21 & 22 366 A Luella E. Schultze
A Lucile Stewart
February 27 & 28 428 A Florence Morgan
A Marjorie J. Sommer
A Louise Stubblefield
Ash Wednesday 116 A Mabel Poulton
~ Memorials & Special Gifts
Committee
General
Fund i
. Parking Courtesy
o We ask that you please reserve
Prayer Mln-lstry February [ Monthly YTD parking spots nearest the en-
Prayer Points: trance for members of our
0The greatest gjft 1{1s a or.t i_on church with mobility issues.
of thyself| lycome $60,747.83 §135,760.50 (That would be the rows near-
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson est the building.)
Expenses| $71,802.00 |$136,500.62
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Mission Information

Safe Harbor Fairview School Center for Hope

Safe Harbor is now handling the The staff at Fairview are very ap-The Center for Hope has a new
clients previously served by the preciative of our volunteers in thehome!! They are now at 801 W.
Compassion Center. The itemsreading program! Thank you very Hovey in Normal. The entrance is
we collected for the Compassionmuch for doing this for the stu- straight across from Parkside Road.
Center are still needed by Safedents. We are also collecting itemsThe space is much larger giving
Harbor. At this time the needs to be used on the Falcon Cart. Thehem room for all the programs they
are:Personal Care items sham- students earn play money for doinghave as well as the food bank. If you
poo, tooth paste, tooth brusheswell, being polite, etc. They canget a chance stop by.
deodorant, lotion, etcCleaning then buy things from the cart at The needs for the food pantry in-
supplies: bleach, dish soap, toiletlunch. Items needed for the cart in-clude the usual items with special
bowl cleaner, Lysol wipes, etc.clude: pencils, pens, glue, rulerspeeds for summer of breakfast foods,
Paper products: paper towels, €rasers, crayons, markers, etc. Alsoereal, toaster treats, granola bars,
toilet paper, napkins, tissue, etcsmall packages of crackers, cookiesfc. and lunch foods, peanut butter,
These items may be put in theetc. The Spring Carnival will be jelly, soups, boxed meals, etc. Bags of
containers marked CompassiorMay 14 in the evening. Many of usBlessings will be collected again in
Center. volunteered to help last year andApril to help with this extra need for

HANDS ON MISSION they are needing us again. If youhe summer. Watch in the bulletin
would like to volunteer for the for the dates. Volunteers are also
Spring Carnival call Jeanne Girardneeded. Call Pat Turner at 452240.
( 6625628) or Jane Whitman (454
8770).
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The annual Ski and Waterpark trip was

” o
a great success! We piled into the \ .
church bus, and made our way to the W e I .
Wisconsin Dells area for a weekend ful ' /:/) N4
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